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of 1994 on this warm summer after-

noon in the heart of downtown Oak-
land. The steps in front of the gleaming,
white Alameda County Courthouse are
filled with young black men and women
decked out in Afro wigs, berets, and black
leather jackets. Clenching fists they chant,
“Free Huey! Off the Pig.”

Huey, of course, is Huey MNewton,
who, along with Bobby Seale, founded the
Black Panther Party in 1966 with a 10-
point platform that included a call to
armed resistance against police and who
in 1967 became a radical icon while on
trial for murdering an Oakland police of-
ficer. The demonstration being staged by
these actors has the choreography of the
original but not its passion. The real dem-
onstrations that took place outside the 4
courthouse during Newton's: murx.lt:;; i
that summer 28 years ago made. hi
symbol of revolutionary black mar
and lauriched the Black Panthers as fipow: ]
erful national force that would help de-
fine the Sixfies

Huey Newton died in obscurity in
1989, a patheric crack addict killed by
one of the young gang dealers who viewed
him as a nuisance. But his legend lives -
on, having survived revelations that he
was more a thug than a revolotionary. His
name once again is MAEIc AMONE young
blacks toving with radicalism. It pops up
frequently in rap lyrics and in the casual

I\ could just as easily be 1967 instead

afrocentrisms of pablic cducation. Now it willbe  called Panther, will be released in the next few

on the big screen, in the movie director Mario wecks.)
van Pecbles i3 filming here in Oakland. (The film,

INSIDE

Betty Van Patter

Meanwhile, by a serendipitous confluence

?ﬂ-

of events, across the streel from the set
van Peebles has created, there 18 another
sign of the revival of interest in the Black
Panthers. The tony Oakland Art Museum
is co-hosting a panel discossion about the
Panthers featuring Elaine Brown. Brown
has become something of a legend of her
own—zlthough she is a living one. A
beautiful young woman who escaped
gang life in Philadelphia in the early Six-
ties to come to California to work as a
songwriter, she ended up as a dancer at
L.A.'s Pink Pussycat and as a sometime
call girl (strect name “Peaches™) before
becoming politicized and joining the Pan-
thers. Through shrewd intelligence and a
willingness to sleep her way to the top
with Panther leaders (including, most no-

tably, Mewton himself), Brown was se-

lected by Newton 1o run the organization

when he fled to Cuba in 1974 to escape

charges of murdering Kathleen Smith, an

Oakland prostitute.
The auditorium s packed and has the

feel of a reunion. In addition to Brown,
; the familiar faces include former Panther
3 chicf of staft David Hilliard and his cur-
§ rent partner, Frederika, Huey's widow.
"i ‘The Panther couple is the reigning keeper
g of the Hoey Newton flame with their so-
% called Dr. Huey P Newion Foundation,
£ one of the sponsors of the museum’s col-
s loguy today. But Elaine Brown is the cen-

ter of attention. She has been on her own

comeback trail since the 1993 publication
of her autobiography, A Taste of Power, a tale filled
with hot couplings between white producers and

fierce black revolutionaries and chilling tales of
Continped on page 4

Texas WoMAN’s UNIVERSITY Faces COEDNESS

SOMETHING AMISS AMONG THE MISSES

By Karen Carlisle Duban

we build i, they will come—Freservation. 1 saw

the placard bearing these words loosely stapled

to & telephone post as T walked onto the pictur-
esque campus of Texas Woman's University. Above
it, amother poster was stapled to the same telephone
pole showing “Preservation Nation™ circled and
erossed in that international sign language that means
no. That was my first indication that something was
amiss among the misses.

The campus, located i Denton, Texas, is quite lovely.
Orderly, well-rimmed bushes surround solid, serene red-brick
buildings. Purple and yeliow peansies decorate curbs and walk
ways. The February day that | made my visit was warm and
sumnay; I noticed many ee-shaded benches waiting for some-
ome to sit and contemplate the complexity of nature and single-
sex pducation.

As 1 approached the central area of the campus, “Hub-
bard Hall Owval”™ as it 15 called, T saw numerous camping tents,
folding lawn chairs, propane cooking stoves, coolers, tables,
and hand-made signs. A half a dozen adulis had set ap shop
underneath a large, swiely cak tree, A home-made flag bore

the legend, “Freservation Mation.” Another sign announced
“TWLU TENT CITY ESTABLISHED JANUARY 1995" with
Jen, Candice, Syndes, Berna, Ritch, Shiron, Dawn, and oth-
ers signing on, all putting a [9] above thedr names, Ritch, hav-
ing a lillle troukle with his identity, had originally put a [@]
next o his name, but then scraiched it our and put a [¥] in-
stead, | puess Nguring cut whether vou're 3 [¥] or a [o'] is as
good @ reason as any 0 go to college these days.

I'was there observing this "campuos prodest” becawse the
TWT Board of Regents voted, at the end of the previous se-
mester, to allos men mto all the programs offered by Texas
Woman's University. They did thas in fuil view of some 200
hostile people and the prass. Buot the general perception after-
ward was that the decision was a surprise attack on the good-
old-girls of TWL. This despite the fact that five of the six
regents who woted to admit men were women, inéloding the
chair of the board, while the lone regent who voted againsd
admitting men o the undergraduale program was a man.

Men have been sadents at TWLU—which receives 51
percent of its budget from the state of Texas—since 1977,
when they were allowed into the Tnstinele of Health Sciences
(formerly something like 2 nursing school) and the Graduate

Continwed on page 15
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Crest of Freedom, Bra’

The “Mule™ truly “shined™ in his “Barry Goldwater, the
Eeach Boys, and Me™ article {Feb.). He hit me between my
bive surfer eyes and rewound my memory back to 1968,
when I caught a wave or two in the South China Sea,

I was 22, a gunship pilot with the Air Cavalry in
Vietnam. The bombing halt had changed the Ho Chi Minh
trail o what we called “the LBI expressway™ and the
NVA was taking full military advantage. And too many
young soldiers and marines—who saw themselves as Paul
Mulshine's symbolic surfer—died while flying those green
birds and carrving those black sticks.

The righteous confidence in our system and
ourszlves died along with those young men when we gave
wp on them and on our destiny. Mulshine nailed i, without
ever mentioning Vietnam, when he wrote that in the mid
Sixties we were “on the verge of imponderable greatness™
but that by the early Seventies we had “become a nation of
losers.™

At dawn one gorgeous day, as [ waited for the Big
HNinth, T drew fire from & Viet Cong sniper. He bracketed
me and expended 8 dozen rounds, some of which came
close. But the bigwave with my namee on it was still cresting
out at the reef, s01 sat my board, waiting for that concomitant
rush of water and adrenaline. And I laughed—at him, at his
AK-47, and st his toralitarian cause, He and T were in
perfect opposition, I thought: He was an impotent slave and
I'was an invincible American, He did not fire at me as Trode
my beauty all the way into the beach, Pechaps he feared that
the perimeter guards would discover his perch on the bluff,
or, as [ prefer to think, he just sat back in wonder at the
sublime sight of me and that wave. He and 1 have had some
chances w think over the last 27 years that we have each
gotten the last langh on the other. T am cartain, that as I do
him, b 5111l remembers that tan, blond GI who 1gnored him
and his ordinance while balancing on a piece of pure
American fibergkass.

[n 1995, 1 helieve thar we, a5 2 nation, ars abont o
catch a mew wave and finally come out of the American
sorrow and pity. I'm still that surfer ot hear: I'monot

laughing sk snipers any more, but I'm fighting the good
fight against the thought police as an affiliate attorney for,
the Individual Rights Foundation, and T am nod alope thi
time.

Panl, the surf is op for America in the new
cenfury.. Hang cool, dude.

John B. Todd
Rockester Hills, M

Gnarly nihilism section in that last issue, dudes,
Hedonism and the search for the perfect wave are
pod bom out of “no relatonship,” “no commitment,” and
“no nurturing.” Plane tickets to the ends of the world come
from somebody nurturing a committment to & job, and
quite possibly arelationshlp between asurfer dude's parents
arkd their somn.
Nord 8. Isacson
Los Argeles, CA

Setting Pete Straight

I read with interest and delipht Ron Radosh's piece on Pete
Seeger (“The Communist Hootenanny,” Jan.). Ron was
always eloser to Pete than I, both personally and politically,
and 1 found his take on Pete, as I find his take on most
things, insight-filled and thoughtful.

But Ron is more of a folkie than he realizes,
Soedents of folklore often speak of the “folk process,”
wherehy folksongs mutate through the (usuwally
unconscious) process of imperfect memory on the part of
the transmitter of the bit of felklose in question (song, story,
whatever). That's why there are so many versions of

folksongs, childrens' game chants, and the like. Ron has
“folk-processed” three of the songs he refers to in his
piece—one of them mine—and I'd like @ ser tha record
sirai ght.

First, The Baliad of Peie Seeger, wiich T wrote in
[ 964 when [ was an undergraduate at Columbia, It was the
first of a bunch of parodies of the stuff that Pete Seeger and
his comrades sang. After I'd done a few, [ began 1o refer o
my paredies as “Songs from the Bosses” Songhbook,”
parodying People's Artists” “People”s Songbook,™ (A few
years later somebody published an actual “Bosses’
Songhook,” combining many of my 2ongs with some other
stuff, some of it guite racist and otherwize objeciionable.)
My Ballad of Pete Seegerwas a patody of The Wreck af the
O 97, which begins: ]

They gave him his orders ot Monroe, Virginia,
saying, “Steve, vou're “wiry behind ime

This is not Thirty-Eight; thiz is Old Ninety-Séven;
you prist put er into Spencer on fime

If samigkt lorg haul from Lynchuburg to Danville,
o @ kill with a thiree mile grade. ..

My parody said:

They pave him his orders ar Party
headguarters, saying, “Pete, vou' re "way bekind the fimes;

Thiz ix nor "38, thix iy [947, and thera's been a
chenge in the Porty line”

It's a mighty long haul from “Greersleeves” o
"Freiheir' and the distance 5 maore than long,

Bur that wondecfild owtfiv thar's called People's
Artists is right there with those good old People’s Songs...

I persomally think that the line contrasting the
Olde Englisshe song Greensleeves with the Spanish Civil
War-graGerman Communist march Freiheir may be about
the best fine 1 ever wrode,

Bon's recollection of the two songs from Pete
Seeger's quickly suppressed album “The Ballad of John
Dioe™ aleo reflects some folk processing, bul in a quite
minor way, and I"ll save the information for the next phone
call I have with Ron, so that I can rib him.

The “Tohn Dioe™ albuam, with its venomous anti-
FDR zongs, proved quite an embarrassment to Pete and his
comrades in later years, The late John Roche told e that
he onee found hims#lf ar a gathering where Pete was
siniging (T think it might have been a meeting of the
Ammerican Veteran's Committes), and "innocently™ ashed
Pete to sing a song about 1 hate war and 30 does Eleanor.”
Pete coolly rephied that be did not know any such song. Pete
and his comrudes weare 5till irying to distance themselves
from the zong in the late Seventies. When I recorded my
album "Folk & Country Songs of the FDR Years,” I mada
a point of incleding the song, following it with “UTAW-
CI0" from the CP-FDR wartime honeymeon. T think Pete
and his comrades also find the latter song embarrassing,
encorsing, & it does, the Mea of a free Tabor movement
backing the struggle against totalitarianism abroad and
replacing that totalitariznism with democracy.

Roy Berkeley
Shafbury, VT

So Sorry...

Yo dumrmbes!

Being an implacakle foe of political comreciness,
I have found your magazine interesting in the past.

However, [ just received my latest issue of
Heteradaxy and, 1o and behold, there appears on the back
a photograph of a partially unclad young woman. Now 1
recopgnize that your publication is not pomography but
rather political commentary, and that your back page is
always some sarcastic parody of some politically comect
gillimess. But the Post Office doesn’t know that, nor do

odfvers who may see my mail,
1live in a very small town, the type of place where

Inquiries: 800-752-6562

Heterodoxy is distribated o newsatands and booksiores by Bemhard B, DeBoer, 113 East Centze Street, Nutley, NI 07110

“everybody knows everybody,” [ am also a clergyman at a
local church. 1do not need the people who may see my mail
getting the idea that the “Holy Reverend Father™ is petting
some cheap pomography through the mail, (OK, Tadmit ir:
I'm miot all that haly, and [ am scarcely “reverend.” But 1
still don't need the undeserved reputation of buying
pormography.)

The problem is not that the photograph 1z all that
offensive but that it can certainly appedr to be 20 (o people
not familiar with your publication—and you put it on the
back cover, of all places!

I therefore have no alternative but to request that
viou cance] my subscription tmmediately.

Rev, Dennis Drury

Casea, W
Fighting the Good Fight

Anyway, I must admit, I theroughly despised you guys
long ago (we're the same generation). I was in the Navy in
the eariy &0s doing my duty and, well, you can imagne the
contempt T had for you. T would like to apologize to you
broth, but more than that, [ wish to express my appreciation
for your efforte in setting the record siraight, You have
taken strong stands from your fonmer days and ways, and
that takes courage brother!

You have my support and you guysarein the front
lines to be sure, therefore you are in our prayers as well. The
best for bath of you from one of the litde guys.

Ran Beanen
Comfors, TX

Strange Justice, Indeed

Your excellent review of Srange Injustice reveals the
disingenuousness of the munal admiration society of
Washington, [D.C,, journalists, Their editing out of anything
complimentary to Clarence Thomas belies their journalistic
integrity, and one wonders 1f and when we will ever have
o balanced press.
Drawid Brock has had his share of hate and hostility
from liberal reporters juss Becanre he dares fo tell the truth,
A Tor Heterodony, we've been subscribing for
quite some time, and we only wish that Peter Cul]_]'r.r and
David Horowitz could have more national expogure. We
oot to read Peter's colomn on Anpela Davis’ new honor at
U, Santa Croz. IEshe and Anita Hill represent the new role
monlels in higher education, somebody better examine the
water that some of oor college presidents have besn
drinking—it"s polioted with lefust PPBz,
Fran Spargn, Sr,
Oreean Ciey, N

NOTICE TO

SUBSCRIBERS

Due to printer scheduling conflicts
Heterodoxy is a joint March/April is-
sue. This will count only as a single
issue on your subscription, however.
We will be back on regular schedule
in May.

Editors Litarary Staff Art Ihrector Editorial Arsistant IMlustrator Circulation
Peter Collier Editor Writer JP Duberg Ann Marie Yoh Carl Manager
David Horowilz Jahn Ellis K. L. Billingsley Muoore Lisa Maguire
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REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM

GAG ME WITH A BASKETBALL: The last
time you were out pursuing hoop dreams, did you {a) play
one-on-one with other studs, or (b) just shoot areund in a
less macho mode. If you answered “a,” then you may just
have Karen Carpenter’s death on your hands. That's the
conclusion that can be drawn from the thinking of ome
Michael Levine of Kenvon College, who his written an
article called “10 Things Men Can Do and Be to Help
Prevent Bating Disorders.” One of Levine's suggestions is
as follows: “Think seriously and constantly about yourse1f
#s & gendered being.

was Ronald Radosh, In the advertisement George Mazon
placed inThe New Yerk Tines, university officials stipulaied
that they wanted only distinguished historians w apply,
individuals with impressive intellectual accomplishmenis
and recommendations, This definition seemed (o fit Radosh
quite well. He was the author of 2 numnber of well-received
scholarly waorks, inclading the standard work on the trial of
Julius and Ethel Bosenberg. He came with recommendations
by fellow historians Anthur Schlesingerand Walter LeFever,
along with Martin Peretz, publisher of The New Republic.

WHAT'S UP, MOTHER __ R? According
to arecentcolumn inThe Chrowricle of Higher Education,
“Traditional history turns oot te be less *white” and Jess
‘male’ than anyone previously thought.™ To support this
revelation, Shelley Fisher Fiskin, author of this column
(and of the highly dubious War Huck Black? Mark
Twain and African American Veoices)y, cites the
uncovering of African references and symbolism
previously overlooked in both classic novels and modemn
popular culture. Within the great body of classic works,
Ma. Fiskin notes that “African
traditions [are] esseatial (o

Conzsider, for example, how
free and independent you
really are when you hesitate
before puting on an apron or
buying ampons; or when yon

LUNA BEACH By Carl Moore

reflexively consider shooting
baskets and talking with a
friend to be a waste of time, |
as opposed to playing one on
one.” Another item on
Levine's Top Ten Ways For
Men to Prevent Eating
Disorders List: “Accept
responsibility for learning
abowt sexism within our
patriarchal and capitalist
gociaty. Feminists ane tired,
and justifiably so, of
repeatedly explaining to well
meaning but ultimately
condescending males what
feminism is all about” There

is no attempt here actually o
connect “sexizt” behavior o
the alleged epidemic of |
anorexia and bulemia among .|
wimmnen, Buthere's apossible |-
link: Maybe when a woman
meeis a man who dislikes
capitalism, wears an apron,
buys tamponsg, and is afraid
e go one-on-ons, she will
have an irresistible arge to
start throwing up.

WHITE LIEE
ME: At the University of
Pennaylvania, white female
students began a groupcalled
White Women Against
Racism, When a black fermale
student named Janali Davis
rried to attend @ meeting, she
was kicked out, The reason,
according to Elena DiLapi,
director of the Campus
Women's Center, was that
before the white women
could  “enter inte A
meaningful dialogue about
culure and racism, we have
examine ourselves firstand
examine those isswes, We
believe racism is a white
problem and we have a
responsibility as while
women in particular to do
what we can to eradicate it.”

UAKE UP AND SMELL
THE MELANMN, MR

FRESILENT,

mier i

ON, KNOCK IT OFF
LWHITE MALES

LOULE L5 KIULLING L/
LHTH YOUR MUSHIMESS
NV AFFIRMATTVE
ACT7oN.

AFFHATATIVE
ACTION' 7 LOVE /7
AARES ME FELS.
ALL GOOSEFMFLY
NE/OE ANVD...

- = - g™ ..
S ST S T FFT T, b

D ———————

HOw's 70/ SOLUND?T...

YAFFIRMATIVE ACTION -
D0 /T, BUT Lo 1T /N
A COLORBLING tuAy."

understand the work of Hermin
Melville.” She allodes 1o the
work of her fellow minoricy
scholars who have pointed oot
the “numerous references to the
Yoruba pod Legba in Moby
Dick™ and “Melville's insight
into Ashanti riteals and the
shrewd political use his
characters made of those
teaditions™ in the short story
“Benito Cereno.”  (Most
“traditional” scholars have
described these zame passages
ag a “raciat allusion to African
savagery.™) Fiskin goes from
high to popular cufiore, from
Moby Dick to—you gucssed
it!—Bugs Bunny. She cites the
work of one David Roediger, a
historizn who “has revealed the
Adfrican and African-American

roots™ cof Mr. Bunny.

According to Fiskin, Mr.

Roediger's work “shows that

the verb ‘bug. meaming Lo
ATMAOY Or Yex someones, has its
roots partly in Wolof, the West
African language spoke by the
largest group of Africans to
arrive In this country in ihe
1 Tth century.” Wrrrrong! As it
happens, the wascally wabbit

got hiz name, not from African

linguistics, but from an early

director of Bugs Bunny

cartoons, Ben “Bugs”

Hardaway. Maybe Fiskin and

Rocdiger should spend a linle

mare ime watching cartoons,
and a little less time with their
penny ante afrocentrism.

STOP THE PRESS-

ES: On Febmary 17, De Paul
University's student newspaper,
DePaulia, reported on a
disturhance at a social event
sponzored by a black snedent
group. Drawing on police
reports, the story included the
racz and sex of those sccused of
starting the trouble, who
happened to be black males.
7 Claiming that such an approach
ok ¥ “perpetuated negative

AR, SN ﬂl:;r:ims of blacks,” student
- - demonsiratars enterad the offices
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AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION TN ACTION: The March 27 Maton's cover
story on affirmative action (which “has done wonderful
things for the Unitled States™) is by Black leftist Roger
Wilking, Wilking® focus is on himself, He says that after
watching him tzach as a visiting professor, members of the
history department at George Mason Undversity imvited
him 1o compete for an endowed chair in recent American
history that had become available. “1 went through the
appropriate application and review process and, in due
course, was appointed,” Wilkins. writes. “A few years
later, not bong after 1 had been honored as one of the
university's distinguished professors, [ was shown an article
by a white historian assercting that he had been a candidate
for that ehair bug that at the last moment the job had been
whisked away and handed 1o an ungualified black.” This
other unnamed and presumahly malicious white historian

George Mason seemed quite interested in Radosh,
Administrators asked him to send everything ever written
for thedr review. Then came Wilking' visil and suddenly
Radogh got a letter with the absurd information that a
scheduled interview was being canceled because he was
“too qualified™ for their stodent body. Soon afterwards,
George Mason announced that Wilkins hod been appointed
to the post. He was a lawyer and left-wing joumalist who
had never published any work in istory and, indeed, had

never wriften a book at all. Since Wilkins has brought the

while thing up again, it is fair to draw at Jeast toea of the
obvious conclusions from this episode st George Mason,
First, as Ronald Radosh himself notes, “Anybody whaois a
‘progressive’ activist can proclaim himself an historian.”
And secondly, Wilkins got the joby because he was a black
progressive activist.

of DaPawdia lute in March, mimed
of f computers, and told staffers they would not leave until
their demands were met. Among thess demands: the firing
of the writer of the offending story; and a guarantee that ooe
page an issue in the paper be devoted exclusively o
minority affairs, one issue a year be devoled entirely to
minorities, and the establishament of mandatory sensitivity
training for paper staffers. What makes this story different
fromm others around the country involving radicals” attempts
tocensor student publications is that De Panl administrators
refused to let the editors of DePaulfia continne publication
until they agree to zome of the protestors” demands, Now
there's a lesson on free speech worth teaching young

people.

TWO WORDS TO SET YOUR TEETH ON
EDGE; Robept hMacMamara.
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Death of a Bookkeeper, continued from page |
violent Panther crimes.

In her belated and quite partial admissions, Brown
confirmed what T and many other Panther watchers
have known for many years: Al the heart of this ongan-
ization that continues to be admired by many blacks for
its message of revolutionary self-help was a criminal ele-
ment, created by NMewton, which practiced extortion, rack-
eteering, and murder. Yet while it teases with hints of the
truth, Brown’s book is also a self-serving exoneration.
That gloss-over stands in stark contrast to the asionishing
revelations Brown made to me shortly after [ saw her
at the Oakland Museum in an exhanstive four-hour, late-
night, manic phone interview, “I was both a victim and
a perpetrator of some of that shit,” she told me, adopting a
confessional-but-defiant attitude about the crimes of
the Panthers' past. But she dropped her professional
guard for the first time in a revealing moment of hon-
est reflection in her next senlence: “1 was a silent perpe-
trator. I'm sorry about that, My only mistakes were that
I loved Hoey at the time.” She then reverted to form, de-
nying any invelvement in the Panther murders we had been
talking about

Mast of these morders foond as victims other
street toughs who stood in the way of Panther atitempis to
miuscle in on the rackets in Oakland or Party members
who refused to obey Newton's *revelutionary discipline.”™
{The FEI fanned the incendiary factional disputes be-
iween the Huey Mewton loyalists and Eldridge Cleaver
and breakaway chapters in Mew York.) But one murder
was differen:, and it is has interested me for the last 20
years. | am referring to the murder of a white bookkeeper
named Betty Van Patter. Betty, who worked for the Pan-
thers, disappeared just before Chnstmas 1974 and was
not seen again until January 17, 1975, when the Coast
Guard fished her body out of the San Francisco Bay. Auv-
tapsy reports showed that she had been killed by a
massive blow to the head, Some have raced this murder
to the door of the Panthers and to Elaine Brown, in par-
ticular. [t has not only become the crime that woald not
die bt the crime that apparently coold not be solved.

This unsolved murder has haunted the Bay Arca
Left for two decades. It was a crime covered up and sur-
rounded with deninl—a mystery that, if ever solved,
could threaten the elaborate web of self-justification of
the Black Panthers and of the white movement that un-
questioningly supported the organization. After years of
investigation—siudying police reports and interviewing
many soarces close o Beity and the Panthers-—I think
can finally begin to reconstruct what happened to the Pan-
ther bookkesper.

n a Friday night the 13th of December, 1974, Betty

Van Patter grabbed her three-quarter length camel
topper, slipped her brown shoulderbag in place, and took
one more glance at herself in the mircor to make sure her
minimal makeup—Dblack eyeliner and mascara—wasn't
smudged, As she inspected herself, she probably decided
that she lonked okay. Better than okay, really—she'd never
had a problem attracting male attention. It just wasn't al-
ways the right kind. She didn’t like i, for instance, when
ane of the suitors of her own 24-year-old danghter, Tamamy,
citlled her up for a date. This had happenad more than ence,
Betty alwiays made it clear that she would never do any-
thing to hart any of her children. She was not ashamed of
being a member of the Berkeley countercalture or of dat-
ing black men, but she was a mother first, raised with strict
religious and moral principles.

On this Friday evening, Betty already had a buzz
on. She drank more white wine than she should, buying it
in jug-sized quantities from the Oak Barrel, Berkeley's
discount liguor emporivm. As her glance lingered in the
risror, she knew she was stll something of a looker: slen-
der, fair-haired, and green-eyed with good cheekbones—
the doe-eved look with kehl pencil liner. Still, at 45, she
knew she wag beginning to fray around the edges, show-
ing the first wrinkles and the pallor of too much drinking
and topo many cigarsties,

Mormally she would be looking forward to the re-
laxation offered by her favarite bar, the Berkeley Square,
a place where white women conld dance with black men
and pobody gave a damn., But tonight she was feeling sad
and uptight and was drinking because of inner turmaoil,

It was embarrassing that Tammy had come over the
other day and secn her drinking at 11:00 in the morming.
Eut she couldn 't help it. She felt unhappy with the quality
of hier emotional relationships. She'd had linle stabilicy in
her relationships since splitting with the children's father,
Ray Baltar, after having worked so hard with him to estab-
lish 2 family and a respectable life. It had Heen a traumatic
parting. She had met her next husband, Ken Van Patter, at

anAA meeting while recovering from the divorce, but that
marriage had lasted only a few years. She had next gotten
mvolved with a young black man named Leonard Rideout
who was about Tammy's age in the late Sixties; when he
went to prison for theft, she visited him faithfully. He
dropped her after being paroled, although the two of them
did remain friends. For the last year, she'd been seeing a
near-blind black man named Ken Baptiste, who was closer
to Betty's age and, like her, drank, (Elaine Brown had once
called him *some old nigger.”™) But Betty coulda’t accept
his relationship with another woman so that affair ended
to, although she still continued to see him.

ut Betty was used to being disappointed in romance.

The daytime drinking only began with her recent
troables ot work, Drumng the previous few months she had
keen excifed about working for the Black Panther Party,
and particularty, for Elaine Brown. She gushed to Tammy
just how pretty and inspiring Brown was and wrote to her
own mother, “She is dypamic, intelligent, and forceful
person, and she has given me her complete rust.” Betty
was flattered when Brown had befriznded her, taking her
to Ciovanmi's for pizza where the two of them buzzed like
school girls with all the plans for Betty to catch up on the
books for the Early Leamning Center, the school the Pan-
thers were running in East Oakland, David Horowitz, an
editor at Rawparts whers Betty used to work and & board
member of the school, was the one who originally sug-
gested her for the job, He had emphasized the necessity of
straightening out the messy Panther finances to keep the
school kosher, and he belisved that Betty was the one for
the job, . ™ R ;
At first, she felt so positive. The job provided in-
come, but it also gave her something mose: a feeling that
she was participating in the movement for social justice
that she, like most of the white leftists she knew in Berke-
ley, felt the Panthers embodied, Betty wrole 10 her mother
of her enthusiasm in a series of letfers that summer and
fall. She wrote tn her diary her first impressions of the
Panthers' reserve toward her as a white intreder and how
she resolved to overcome their suspicions. She was Jook-
ing forward to a decpening relationship with Brown, who
fostered this noton by seductively dangling the possibil-
ity that Betty could evenmally work as an advisor on
Brown's 1975 campaign for the Oakland City Council, a
camnpaign that promised to be the maost serious bid for po-
litical power that the Panthers had yet made,

There were strange moments. Shortly after starting
wiork with the Panthers, Betty had written to e mother
about an incident outside her house in which she ran into a
man who knew her name: “1 know 1 am being..watched
by the Party...I'm suse [the bBlack man] is from the Party....
All of this intrigue isn't necessary.,”

But her admiration for Brown resolved all these am-
biguities. After all, hadn't the Panther leader invited Betty
to her lovely home in the classy Portabello Apartients on

the Oakland embarcadera? Betty was so impressed with

Brown’s taste and fancy furmiture, she told ber danghter,
that she dectded to take oot a loan from the credit union
and do some redecorating of her own and had, in fact, com-
pleted the applications just vesterday,

Betty felt a little guilty spending on herself, She had
always prided herself in not eking elimony, in working to
support herself and always being able to give her kids a
little extra money here and there even if it meant skimping
on herself, She was a soft touch who liked taking care of
people. (Her daughter later said, “ Although my mother was
flonndering at this time, she was a rock in all our lives.™)
Tamimy and her brothers were used to her taking in teen-
age Berkeley waifs and giving them sanctuary in her attic.
Baity believed in giving them shelter and 2 nice meal, not
in being cridcal if they smoked pot or coulda't get their
lives together, She liked being a refoge for her kids, for
runaways, and, she admitted, for her recent lovers who
couldn’t make a go of things.

She was making $800 a month working for the Pan-
thers and now, after breaking up with Ken and having no
more waifs at home, she thowght she could spend a bit on
herself. After all, Betty confided to ber danghter, if Brown,
a revolutionary Black Panther woman, could have a smart

“home with beautiful furnishings, why couldn’t she?

E:er:.'lhing would have been fing if not for the disturb-
ing information Bery had lzamed from the Panther
books. After starting ot as accountant for the school, she

had been asked by Brown to do the accounting for the.

Lamp Post, the Panther bar in Oakland, The dark intimate

interior with its black walls and red tables, its red-speck- -

led black Formica tables and gaudy chandeliers looked like
some politdeally corect bordello, its walls studded with

spot-lit paintings by Panther political cartoonist, Emory
Douglas, The full-length portrait of Huey Newton in flat,
lurid, cartoon-style dominated all the other “art.” Newton
used the place as his own private Thunderdome where he
hit on women, held court, and strutied his mache domi-
nance. After Mewton fled to Cuba, violent incidents con-
tinved to take place there—including one killing commit-
ted by a member of The Squad, Newton's practorian guard
of pangsters who had been his gunmen when be was in
Oakland and who continued to throw their weight around
when he left.

Betty had jumped at the oppostumnity to increase her
responsibilities by taking on work at the Lamp Post. Some-
what! grandiosely she wrote e her mother, “It seems T am
always being pressed into service 1o bring harmeny ot of
chaos, It is nice to be recognized for one’s own ability and
that certainly seems to be mine,"”

Yet the view of things she got from the Lamp Post
héoks was more than mere accounting chans. Jimmy Ward,
a consin of Mewton's, was the nominal owner of the bar,
having bought the place in 1970, But for all practical pur-
poscs, the place was Panther owned and operated. It was
the place where Mewton laundered money gained from il-
licit operations in the ghetto—rackets, dope, and prostitu-
tion. {Panther attorney Fred Hiestand knew enough about
the Panther bar and restaurant to gossip to David Horow-
itz later that a whopping 323,000 a month was coming
into the Lamp Post under the table.} [t was rumored that
the Fanthers were mnning hookers out of the bar and that
there was dope trafficking on the premises, (The late Arlene
Slaughter, the mother of Huey's second wite, Frederika
Mewton, told me in 1977 that she knew that Panther rank-
and-file women were put to work at the Lamp Post as hook-
ers as punishment for infractions of Party discipline. }

There was all kinds of guestionable activity at the
bar, but while the racketeering might have been what Pan-
ther higher-nps feared coming into public view, what both- -
ered Betry most was simply that the place was not paying
its taxcs and risked attracting the attention of the TRS, The
register tapes wouldn't Tie and she, as the bookkeeper,
couldn't—and wouldn't—ecover it up, She complained
obliquely to ber daughter, Tammy. She also complained to
Lecnard Rideout, her former boylriend, whom she'd seen
only a few days earlier. She wanted o tell him everything
that was going on with the Panther books but couldat trust
him quite that far. She did tell him that she was going to
have a summary meeting with Brown to discuss what was
trowsbling her and hinted that she knew secrets that would
give her leverage in the meeting. Rideout didn't take her
sertously. He just thought she was trying to seem impor-
tant with her talk.

ack in Moweimber, Betty had also called Lillian Weil, a
CPA who once did the books for the irigation com-
pany founded by her first husband Ray BaltaFand had, in
fact, taught Betty bookkeeping. She asked Weil if she would
work as an outside consultant to belp square the Lamp Post
aCCOuUnLs. :
Weil was wary of the Panthers. ([ had a client, a
plumbing contractor, down on East 14th,” she says, “The
Black Panthers went up and down East |4ih demanding
funds in threatening word and manner. It was a shake-
down.”) She had warmned Belty abowl them, but she ne-
spected her decision to ignore the warning. The moming
of the 13th, in fact, Betty had picked up the flow charts
Lillian prepared for the Lamp Post, which Betty felt would
clear up the incoms and cutgo and prevent people from
raiding the bar's #ll. .

From all accounts, Betty's next stop was a meeting
with Brown to talk ghout her plans for straightening oot
the beoks. It was an appointment the had sought repeat-
edly but that Brown only agreed 1o after Betty made threats
about quitting and perhaps going public, (Brown was later
taped as saying: “She called me and left this message—
‘Elaine's gonna desceibe my rol2 to me or I'm leaving...”
She sabd, “I'1t leave this whole fucking operation, do yoo
want me to do that™ These were her words, the last thing
she said 1o me.”) With her accountant’s optimism, Betty
sl believed the problem was simply coe of figures and
could be fixed. But Brown, of course, knew that the fig-
ures were aanly the tip of the iceberg. Their meeting had
degenerated—Brown later said, “She accused me of try-
ing o be some kind of queen”™—and after a wild argumeat
Brown had fired her.

After checking her appearance in the mirmor one last
time, Betty left her apartment on Haste Street and drove
the short distance to the Berkeley Square on University
Avenue, She came in, greeted several acquaintances ot the
bar, and perched on a stool away from the fireplace, She
had a drink by herself at the bar. Regolars at the Square
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noted that she appeared particularly depressed, But she
didn’t confide in them that she had been fired, meraly say-
ing that she expected her onetime lover Ken Baptiste to
meet her there later.

Not so long after she arrived, several patrons recalled
later, a tall black man came into the Square and gave Betty
a note. Then he left. Almost immediately, she followed
him out.

That was the kst timse anyone but her murderers saw
Betty Van Patter alive,

hen she cowldn’t reach her mother over the week-

end, Tammy decided o go
to her aparment Monday, Upon ar-
riving, she was greeted by her
brother Greg, who had arrived on-
expeciedly from Sacramento late
Friday. He had found his mother
and her car gone, He was surprised
to awake on Saturday morning and
discover his mother's car inexpli-
cably parked in its assigned slot at
the apartment building with his
mather still absent, When Tammy
heard thiz, her worry turned to
panic. Her mother was no walker
and never went anywhera without
ker car. Furthermore, Betty had
made no arrangements o feed her
cat.

On Twesday, Tammy called
Ken Baptiste, her mother's ex-boy-
friend, who called Bety's work
number with the Panthers. He res
ported, “Somebody told me your
mother doesn’t work there any
maore.” Incredulous, Tammy called
the office heself. A woman who
identified hersell as Ruby said
Betty didn’t work thers any longer
but refused to provide details and
hung up on her. Tammy called
David Horowite, whom she'd met
& few times when visiting her
maother at Rampares. "My mother's
missing,” she blurted owt, Horow-
itz responded, "Oh, my God!™ and
tobd her he would make some calls
and get back o her. When he called
Tammy back, she detected fear in
his voice. He said that he had just
talked to Elaine Brown, who"d told
him she'd fired Beity. "Go to the
police!” Horowitz told Tammy.
“Go o the police!™

Two months earlier, & Pan-
ther had been shot and killed af a
dance at the Panther school. Betty
knew about the killing and seemed
to accept Brown's explanation that the Panther had been
"set up.” Horowitz had decided to aveid the Panther school
becanse of that. Another problem for him was the entou-
rage Elaine had assembled. “Suddenly I noticed the people
around Elaine weren't 50 benign,” Horowitz says. “These
guys looked mean.” Indeed, Brown was anything but a
moderating influence on the party, As her book candidly
mdicates, she took on the task of acquiring authority in a
macho, violent organization as a challenge, Mot long after
Betty Van Patter's body was discovered floating in San
Francisco Bay, Brown presided over the disciplining of a
Panther by her security force. While a shotgun was pointed
at the victim, four Panthers stomped him (o the floor. At
the conclusion of the brotal beating, she writes, “the floor
was rumbling, as though a platoon of pneumatic drills were
breaking throngh its foundation. Blood was everywhere,
[His] face disappeared.”

Feeling paranoid and personallyvalnerable, Horow-
itz had secretly taped hiz two phone caliz to Brown about
Betty, although he didn 't tell Tammy abeat this af the thne
of their conversation. The tapes reveal a vicious and vul-
gar attimude toward Betty by Brown. Worse, they show a
callous disregard for the disappesrance of a former em-
ployee and for the agony of her family. “I'm saying if her
daughter hasn't sé¢n her, she should have told her daugh-
ter she didn’t work for us anymore....She made me 5o mad
it's hard for me even to bhe concerned about her
daoghter... . She was just stopid...She was just an idiot and
she annoyed me....I mean this woman has all our little in-
formation and shit..."

When Horowitz pressed her forther about whether

she knew anything about Betty, Brown said with irrita-
tion, T don"t know where she is. Why call me like I'm
some kind of a criminal?...I fired her”” When Horowitz
pressed her further, Brown snapped, “She disappeared last
Friday. She didn't work for us before last Friday...["'m say-
ing she tost this job before,” Brown was only concernad
with the negative implications Betty's disappearance could
have on her campaign and declared her intention to “eall
[Panther criminal attorney Charles] Garry, just in case the
daughter acts too crazy.”™

The conversations convinced Horowitz that the Pan-
thers were involved in Betty's disappearance. In their talk,

Bobby Seale and Huey Newton striking a militant pose {n 1969,

Brown had unwittingly supplied a possible motive: “Lel
me tell you something about Betty, Betty wanted to know
too much of everything.... She started t=lling me about why
[the Lamp Post] taxes need to be paid....She started asking
me S0 many questions about stuff that was not her
business....She says, “Well [ want to know what you're go-
ing to do with your (City Council] campaign’....She's ask-
ing too many questions...” Clearly, Brown was worried thag
Betty would go public.

y Baltar at first ignored Horowitz's urgings that
she go tw the police. “He didn't explain why or any-
thing,” she says today in a vodce that still tightens with
remembered fear, “T'm just this 24-year-old kid, not really
coping with any of this very well. My mother's status at
that point gave me reason to believe she just might have
gone off somewhere to be by herself If something trau-
matic had happened.”

Besides, in the radical culture of that ern, the police
were nof to be trusted. This was especially troe -when it
came to the Panthers, who had successfully perpetuated
the myth that the police were engaging in a “genocidal
campaign” against them. So, instead of faking Horowitz's
advice, Baltar called Paul Jacobs, the left-wing journalist
and social critic who had cultivated the role of the con-
science of the radical cormunity. Tacobs, in tum, referred
her to the Bay Area private investigator, Harcld Lipsctr.

Hal Lipsett had made himsaIf into a local legend for

such antics as creating the “bugged” olive, which could be .

placed in a martind so that intimate conversations could be
overheard. (He was one of the inspirations for Francis Ford

Coppola's private eye in The Conversation.) He wo
the glitzy MNob Hill divorce cases, but be had also de
oped something of a sobspecialty working for Jeft-s
antorneys like Charles Garry on cases involving Huey I
ton and other Panthers. Nobody was better connected
Lipseil.

After Tammy tatked to him, Lipsett made brie!
quiries. She took notes when he made hiz initial repo
her: “The [Panther] headquarters are hot, They know &
miszing. You should go o the police now, Leave yom
fice, Go over to Berkeley to the Police Department
report her missing, Now!™

Finally convinced, Tanmy
down the receiver, hopped

BART, and went 1o the police

tion. It was more than a week si
her mother's disappearance.
think thera's something you she
know about my mother,” Tam
remembers telling a Berkeley

tective as she filed her rep
“She’s the bookkeeper for

Black Panther Party.,” The det
tive immediately rose and left
room. When he returned, it v
with Detective Michasl O Kes
the de facio supervisor of s
cases. O'Keefe's involvement
evated the case above that of
average missing person report,

During the next week,
Berkeley police did all the rout
legwork of checking motels :
taxi records, inferviewing acqua
tarces and fricnds, Tammy let pol
into ber mother's house o try
determine when she was last the
(One clue: Betty's birth-cont
pills had been punched throuw
Thorsday,) There were intervie
with Black Panthers too, and
vestigators noted in théir repo
that the Panthers were not fort
coming with details. One offic
wrote the following aboul Ji
Kelley, who headed the Panth
echool: “Kelley was very evasi
when questioned about the naty
and scope of the victim's emplo
ment and the circumstances
her hiring and termination. 5
would not confirm the date
hiring or of termination, nor pr
vide the specific rgason for termin
tion,” v

More revealing waz 1
investigator's call o Ken Baptist
Bettys erstwhile boyfriend who w
to meet her at the Berkeley Squa
the night of her disappearance. Baptiste said that Betty b
tald him in their last conversation that she had obtained
appoinmment (o see Elaine Brown “regarding her job.™ b
told police that he had stopped by the Berkeley Sguare
ieet Betty, but that regulars at the bar told him she'd ju
lefr. Baptiste told police that be had, in fact, made 2 coi
certed effort to find Betty that night—first phoning he
hame and then calling some of their.other watering hole
at the Marriott Hotel bar and Solomon Grundy's on i}
Berkeley waterfront. More importantly, he'd also calle
the Lamp Post. The police, reported Baptiste's accow
of that phone call in these words: “At the Lamp Post,
male answered the telephone, Baptiste asked that th
victim be paged and was put on hold, A woman came bac
on the line and said, *That party has left.” Baptiste dre
the conclusion that she had been there that very Frida
might prioe to his call,” _

Il: wasn't until January 23, six days after Van Patter’
corpse was recovered and after repeated requests fror
the police to Panther attorney Fred Hiestand, that Elain
Brown finally agreed to meet with Berkeley cops. (An au
topey showed that Beity's hody had only been in the wite
fewer than half of the 26 days she had been missing, whici
led her children to fear that she had been held under terri
fying circumstances while her fate was debated. ) They con
vened in the San Francisco office of the Panthers’ lony
time ¢criminal defense attorney, Charles Garry. Complain
ing that she was being biemished with this accusation n
a way of harming her city council campaign, Brow)
told police she'd oaly had contact with Betty three or s
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times in her life. Brown snidely noted that Betty was a
flake who had not come to work on one oocasion because
of an adverse astrological forecast. She further char-
acterized Betty a5 a whiner who continually complained
about her job, “msufficient working space,” and her black
office assistant. Betty was “high strung and getting on
people's nerves.”

Elaine had already put out the word through the
Panther civil attorney, Fred Hiestand, a white lawyer for-
merly with Public Advocates and a crony there of Tony
Khme, Gov. Jerry Brown's legal affairs secretary and a long-
time admirer of Brown, that Betry had been fired on De-
cember Gth, a full week before she disap-
peared. During the police interview, she an-
grily waved Betty's severance check, dated
the sixth, as if the cops were too stupid to fig-
ure oul that any check can be backdated, {The
check, moreover, had not been cashed.)

In any case, others contradicted
Brown's claim that Betty had been fred
a week before her disappearance. A later po-
lice report of an interview with Lillian Weil,
for instance, stated, Wil said that at that time
the victim seemed to be very enthusiastic
about her work and behaved in a manner to-
tally inconsistent with having been fired a
week prior, as is alleged by Elzine
Browm.,. Weil said that Van Patter also told her
that the Lamp Post account was made diffi-
cult by the practice of payroll kickbacks and
of excessive cash expenditures.”

Fred Hiestand, Brown's own advisor,
fali police he had seen Betty on December
10, three days before her disappearance, when
he discussed other Panther matters with her.
He also wld police she had seemed “enthus-
iastic” about her job. In point of fact, as the
taped conversation between Brown and
David Horowitz shows, Betty hod used the  JEEG
occasion of the meeting with Hiestand (oseck e
a sympathetic car in which to ledge her
complainis about irregularities at the Lamp
Post, ("Betty <alls me and starts threatening
me with “Lock, either you gonna...Do you
want me to guit...” and then she poes to
Hiestand and tells Hiestand that she thinks
what we 're doing is shaky at the Lamp Post.™}
Oibvioualy, Higstand, after listening to Betty,
had reported to Elaine Brown the very next
day the coments of the conversation, where-
upon Elaine had become ocutraged that ihe
bookkeeper was meddling in things that didn't
concern her.

ammy Baltar had ber own rensons o doubt

Brown's story., Her mother had made
plans several days afier the alleged firing to
give her a tour of her office. “Why would
Mom invite me to her office if shed been
fired™" she wondered. Moreover, Tammy knew her mother
had refinanced a credit foan on Thursday, the day before
her disappearance, to fix up her apariment, She wouldn't
have done this had she lost her job days earlier,

In her police interview in Garry's office, Brown also
lied outright when she told police here was no connection
between the Lamp Post and the Panther party, (Later on,
in A Taste of Pewer, she would be more trathfal: “The Lamp
Fost was 2 complete Black Panther Party operation.”) In
fact, in the conversations Horpwitz taped, Brown made it
clear that she was responsible for expanding Betty's du-
ties to inclode the Lamp Post books,

But none of these contradictions were ever explosed.
Charles Ciarry abrmaptly cut off the Janoary 23 inferview
batween Brown and the Berkeley Police, Authorities never
again mterviewed Brown on the Van Patter homicide, Al-
though they would never admit it, Berkeley police, while
they had strong suspicions in the case, were intimidated
by all the charges of police brutality and harassment lev-
eled at them by radicals over the vears,

Lillian Weil, who belisves the Panthers murdened
Betry, feels that this was the case. She recalls 8 conversa-
tion with Detective Michael O'Keefe in which he

E 1old her, “Well, you know we just can't go after them.”
O'Eeefe was more specific with Peter Collier. When
Collier, who had also known Betty at Bamparss, called o

¥ plead with him to pursue the Panther connection, O Keafe
greplind that it was ironic that white radicals who had

2 Bpent years emasculating the police in cases involving the

E Panthers would now urge them on when one of their own

& was the victim.

The suspicions of Weil, Collier, and others that the
police were cowed by the Panthers® political muscle and
fearful of once again being made to Jook like “pigs” in
the investigation seemed bome out by the abrupt res-
ignation of O"Keefle from the police force. In 1975, he
sent Tammy Balvar a private message in which he express-
ed his sense of “Tutility™ and his sadness that he could
nof do mvore for her on the case, leading Tammy to believe
that her mother’s unsolved murder was perhaps a contrib-
uting factor in his decision to leave law enforcement.
(O Keefe today insiztz the Van Patter case langoished be-
cause of jurisdictional conflict between San Batea, whers

Elgine Brown and Huey Newlon delivering the news in 1971,

the corpse was found, and Berkeley, where the missing
persons report was first filed, and denies this case irig-
gered his resignation.} Whatever the explanation for the
curious circumapection of the Berkeley Police Daepartnment,
the investigation was eventually deemed inactive with no
clear suspects.

Bett}' Yan Patter's murder became one of thoss unsolved
cases that are whizspered aboul in 4 sort of code by
those who have gotten below the surface of the official
version. A handful of people had suspicions about what
happened to the Panthers' bookkeeper but kept their
ideas to themselves for fear of what might happen to
them. {In one of their taped conversations, Brown had
lightly wamed David Horowitz to be careful because she
didn't want him to suffer an “accident™ that could be a-
tributed to her) In Berkeley, there was a radical douhle
standard which held that whatever Huey Newton and his
organization did was justified by the historical sufferings
of black people.

I first wrote about the underside of the Panthers in
New Times in 1978, when [ was still 2 member in good
standing of the radical comemunity. Peter Collier and
David Horowitz mentioned Betty Van Patter's death and
their suspicions of Panther involvement in their book
Degtructive Generatlon, Horowitz, tn particolar, at-
tempiéd to maintain a doumbeat of remembrance on be-
half of Betty. He retained an obsessive interast in discov-
ering the reality behind the Panthers. Over the years, he
spoke with disaffected former Party members and pieced
together a picture of the organization that suggested there

had been, almost from the beginning, two Black Pan-
ther parties. On the one hand, there were the low-level
Panther cadres who believed in the School, the Break-
fast for Children Program, and the other reformist as-
pects of the Panther program. Bot on the other hand, at
& deeper stratumn, there was the sinister element of crimi-
nals known as The Squad, a sort of armed guard with
which Newton hed surrounded himself in his increas-
ingly demented, cocaine-fueled drive o contral the rack-
els in Oakland. This view is borne out by my own re-
search. Members of The Squad were hand-picked for their
street tonghness and sealed off from the rank-and- file
engaged in the legitimate programs that
gave the Party its protective coloration,
The Squad kept out of sight when Mewton
blandished the white radicals who sup-
pornted the Panthers for political reasons.
After dark, his bullies accompanied him
in his voyages into the netherworld of
Oakland’s ghetto, where he assamed (he
robe of 4 violent black Scarface.

The memory of this unsolved mur-
der might have faded away altogether if
not for the publicity atending 4 Taste af
Power, Brown’s book contained such
false claims and gratuitons nastiness
mgainst her mother that Taminy Baltar,
whose politics remained leftish in all the
intervening years, finally told me what
she"d hesitated to say to others before: I
b tor admit to myself the Panthers killed
my mther.”

Tammy came to her conclusions as 4
direct result of the investigation she and her
brothers commissionad detective Hal
Lipsett to uindertake in 19583, neardy a de-
cade after the murder. Lipsett had simply
made a few calls in 1975 when Tammy first
contacted him. But in 1983, the famnily had
encugh money to pay him for & full inves-
tation. Tamory quotes Lipsett as wiling
her after working on the case for months,
“You shouvld have no doubi that your
mother's desth was Panther related. They
chid it.” Lipsett alzo warmned that if she wers
tor public in her accusations, he could mot
puarantee her safely. (Huey Mewton was
still alive at this point)

ammy didn't know how to act on

Lipsett's information, And so0, once
again, she resigned hersif o living with her
doubis and fears. But with the publication
of Brown's autebiography a decade later,
Ealtar sought out Lipsett again_and asked
him to review with her the specafics of the
ciise. She has not revealed this information
unti] nov,

Eetrieving a file in his San Fran-
ciszco office on April 7, 1993, the famous detective pro-
duced one document in his own handwriting. “He flipped
tir this little message paper...It said: "Elaipe ordered it
The second line had just Flores Farbes' name. The last
line said “talk with Otis,” meaning Sheldon Oris,
Mewton's first attorney when be came back to stand
charges from Cuba,”

Lipsett’s information came at the end of a line of
inquiry fitfully pursped by others over the years. For
some, the logical suspect in Beity's death was Squad mem-
ber Eobert Heard, Mewton's six-fool-seven, £00-pound
"body guard™ who had been the trigger man oo
other murders. But Flores Forbes, another member of The
Squad, was, according to Fred Hiestand, “more manage-
able than Bob Heard™ for Elaine and, in addition to being
what Hiestand calls “her driver,” Forbes was always with
her, just as Heard had been Hoey's shadow previously. Pri-
vate investigator David Feccheimer, who worked on Pan-
ther cises a8 an aide to Hal Lipsett, reports be never met
with Elaine withoast her being in Forbes™ company. (In 1977
Forbes, who already had a long rap sheet, was invalved in
an attempt by members of The Squad to assassinate a wit-
ness who was able to testify that Newion had killed
Kathleen Smith, the Oakland prostinte. In the confusion
of the ensuing gun battle, Forbes killed fellow Panther
Loiis Johnson and was later convicted of second-degree
miurder.)

In April 1981, while awaiting trial in Boston for a
murder unrelated to Betty 's, Heard sent & handwritien note
toAlameda County Assistant District Artorney Tom Orloff
offering to cut a deal in exchange for telling what he knew
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about “the death of the ac-
countant that was doing
the Panther books.” He
also wamed, “If the con-
tents of this letter leaks
out, then my family will
be murdered.”

Orloff flew to see
Heard in May, but by the
time he got there, Heard
had already pleaded
guilty to reduced
charges in the Beoston
maltter (he served four
years for manslanghter)
and waz no longer inter-
ested in talking about
Betty Van Patter.

Heard also toyed
briefly with me when he
was in prisen. [ ele-
phoned bim o ask if he
would talk te me for my
book on Huey Newton,
Heard asked if there
might be money in ex-
change for telling what
he knew. When no maon-
ey was forthcoming,
Heard withdrew coop-
gration. "It would be bad
for black people,” he
said, “and besides, the
statute of limitations
never rens out on mur-
der.”

“It was pretty ob-
vious,” says Orloff, who
has recently beén
clected district attomey
of Alameda County,

“that there was Panther -

involvemeant in the mur-
der. First of all was the
motive: Betty had been
making all those com-
plaints, looking like she
might go public; second,
hecause of the contra-
dictory  staztements
Elaine gawe, and third
because of a lack of any
other snspects. Butit's a
big leap from that 1o
making a case. Certain
of her remarks [on the
Horowitz tapes] might
have strengthened the
motive in Elaine's case,
but that doesn't neces-
sarily mean she did "

Even if shee did or-
der the killing, Orloff
adds, “Tt"s unlikely any
witnesses would come
forward, It's like Bdafia
hits: there's a conspiracy
of silence.”

avid Horowitz had
developed his own
theory about the murder
after talking with New-
ton in 1932 after the fu-

gitive reurned voluntar- -

ily from his three-year
exile in Ceba. Recogniz-
ing that Horowitz had
been an effective fund

raiger for the Panther
School, Mewton tried o
placate him by engaging
him in a long and inti-
mile conversation. I
soon became clear, how-
ever, that the purpose of
the meeting was (o allow
Mewton o accuse Elaine
Brown, whom he had
“expelled” from the

Above: Panthers outside the Alameda County courthouse protesting Newton's trial.
Below: The Free Huey movement. Inset: Elaine Brown visiting Huey Newton in Cuba.,

E would be scoure 1n her

g
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Party upon returning
from his Cuban exile, of
Betty Van Patler’s mur-
der, Mewton seemed to
protest  too  much.
Horowitz realized with
the force of an epiphany
that Mewlon was lyving
and that it was he, New-
-ton, the head of the
party even while-in ex-
ile, who had given
the go-zhead on the hit
that Brown bad obedi-
ently carried ount.

It was certainly
true that when Newton
did return from Cuba,
Brown was soon on her
way out—ithe perfect
scapegoal. Perhaps she
had expected Huey
never to leave Cuba, al-
thowgh she never stop-
ped working for his re-
turn, Perhaps she felt
that by aciing as an
agent of his will she

leadership position if
and when he did retrn.
£ It was her fantasy thatl
she would have him
back as her lover and
that she would rale
alonpgside him as Queen
of the Panthers. Having
witnessed Newton's un-
predictable and murder

ous side, she should
fave known better.
Some ¢lamm that Elaine
was badly beaten be-
fore she disappeared
from Oakland in 1974,
She says, however, that
she left upon seeing
members of The Squad
bBeat up her good friend
amnd Panther colleague,
Phyliss Jackson, She
herself suddenky fled in
the middle of the night,
like so many others,
gubmitting a formal
letter of rekignation
months later. After lay-
ing low for months fol-
lowing her escape, she
surfaced in Los Angeles
and then got a job with
Motown  Records

Eventually she moved
to France and met a
wealthy white French
industrialist, a tile
manufacturer who has
taken care of her ever
sinde, She stayed ander-
ground for years and did
not reemearges in Panther
circles until she at-
tended Newton's fu-
necal in 1989,

Private eye David
Feceheimer recently
told me of & conversa
tiog: he had with Panther

. attorney Charles Garry,

now dend, and Garry's
nssistant Pat Richards.
"They told me the Pan-
thers committed the
murder,” Feccheimer
gaid. He denied that he
learned who camied out
those orders and says, “I
didn't want to know.”
But when Lipsett
showed Tammy Baltar
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the cryptic note containing the four points he had learned
about the murder including Flores Forbes's name,

Feccheimer's initials and the date of the conversation
between the two datectives was on the upper comer of

ihe paper.

In the spring of 1993, as Elaine Brown toured the coun-
try touting her autobiography, Big Bob Heard was seen
in the Boston audience and Flores Forbes accompanied
her to the West Coast. She denies being friendly with Heard
and insists thal Forbes, who did five vears for his second-
degree munder conviction, was her bodyguand. She calls
him “& decent man and no gunshinger.” In fact, Forbes is
now a trained city planner with his own film company—
Hod Carrier Productions.

The guestion of who was really running fhe Panther
party while Newton was in Cuba—e.g., who would give
the arders to eliminate a perceived enemy like Van Pat-
ter—came up again in Berkeley when Brown made her
appearance at Cody's bookstore.

Escorted by an adminng Flores Forbes, who posi-
tioned himself along the wall in a secret serviceman's pro-
tective stance, Brown was stll stnningly beautiful and a
compelling, witty speaker. Brown's intelligence and abali-
tics ag a raconteur remained undiminished, a2 do her good
looks. Diressed for success in a pinstripe business suit drip-
ping with diamonds, she spoke o a standing-room-only
crowd. (She had just appeared at a colloguy for Random
Houze in Mew York hosted by PBSs Charlene Hunter-
Gault. There Brown described her politics today 4z “com-
munist with a small ¢,” to which fellow pagielist Stanley
Crouch—no doubt in reaction o Brown's
studded chic—quipped, “and gtﬂ.m;smﬁ] ; *I:'le:met

In hier talk at the bookstonehB
self as the harried and trivmpfidn Pan
the helm of a besieged organtzati
woman making it fo the mist
ovier the years, T and tdhér P
many sources and seenrexample

bad news
:_hl-:n: COVEL-UpS hﬁrm@”’g

Wnﬂﬁ"rdm'nmd-*’-

tinued firm hand guiding the Panther affairs from Cuba
through close advisers and friends such az Hollywood pro-
dpcer Bert Schnieder or atiomey Fred Hiestand, During
the question pericd at Cody's, 1 asked Brown if she had
been in touch with Newion when he was in Cuba. When
she hesitated, I asked her about an anecdote in her book In
which she tells of smoggling, among other items, $10,000
in cash in her underpants to Mewton in Cuba,

“That must have been quite a wad," T said,

"It was,” Brown laughed along with the audience.

“How dad that come about? How did you know what
t bring?™

Then Brown admitted that she was, indeed, in close
fouch with Newton, "Cruite & bif, in fact,™ she said, “And 1
have the phone bills to prove it becanse he would cail col-

" lect. It was costing me three and four thousand dodlars a -

month!™ But then she went on to insist that they hadn't
talked politics, Their talks had been merely the billing and
cooing of two lovers, even though Mewton was at that point
married to his long-time secretary, Gwen Foataine, who
lowved him deeply and had accompanied him into exile.

It was clear from Brown's appearance that the wonan
who probably passed orders for Betty Van Patter’s slaying
notonly got sway with it but was thriving. She was the Teflon
Panther. Her book, glong with David Hilliard's, has been
purchased by movie producer Paola Weinstein (The Wy
We Were) for yet anotier Panther film. She haz taken fhe
first steps toward a political rehabilitation that now inchedes
starting a Panther-type school. in Oakland for inner-city
“yourthe. Even her own Iierary revelations of her participa-

¥ hgmmxmmhcmgs anUUnnp—nﬁq and thigvery from

7 federal lmli ]-Dﬁﬂl gtams—-—c,vm hor appareit tolerance of
The quuﬁd Jher offering to mop up
i ﬁnl w:tlmt her oam lapping
i m:lma].r shf: teited because she'd
e had! d-une Tirtle o alter

‘pes founde

. those who didn't want to hesr the bad news,

hmmmesmlawmng almul: fhe e
The

old spelibinder who had come close to being elected to the
Oakland City Council and who bad gope to the 1976 Demo-
cratic convention as a Jerry Brown delegate. She did a con-
vincing night club imitation of someone chastened by the
expeniences she'd gone through as a Panther—sadder but
wiser, bloodied but unbowed. She was by ums contrite
and tearfully self-excalpating. But the old knife's edge so
many had feared in the Seventies entered her voice again
when [ rajsed the subject of Panther murders that occurred
on her watch, especially the murder of Betty Van Patier: ¥
knew the woman, and she's not the litle nios white lady.
She was into some weird shit.... I did everything possible
for the biteh, and then I fired her™

‘Brown's position remains that the murder of the
bookkeeper was a footnote to the history of the Panthers.
Her own involvement is something she can apparently live
with. Brown savs she stands by the ends of the Black Pan-
ther Party and its “social mission.™

Tammy Baltar and her brothers were so rankled by
Elxine Brown's triumphal book tour and self-reinvention
that they (sccompanied by Hal Lipsett) met with law en-
forcement officials to sec if there was any chance of
reopening the investigation into their mother's death.
They were also disgusted by Brown's gratuitously nasly
and false charge in A Tasde of Power that Betty had done
time for drug use. As a resolt of their complainis, the
pablisher deleted the passage from the book’s paper-
back edition. But that was the extent of their victories.
A sadder but wiser Tom Ordoff, who had been defeated
g0 often by the Panthers and their attorneys and the
white radical community that claimed that any prosecu-
tion was a government plot, knew that withoot a confies-
sion from someone involved in the murder there would he
no chance of a conviction, He turned Tammy Baltar’s re-
quest downn.

And so, 20 vears later, Betty Van Patter's unguiet

ghost continues to haunt all those involved—a ﬁ'l .
testament about the times and a reproach to %
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Heeeere’s Johnnie!

By Stuart Goldman

"By the way, are there any niggers ol
there ronight?”

(utraged whisper; “What did he zay? Are
there any niggers out here tonight? Jesus
Christ! Is that cruel, or what?

Comedian: I know there’s ore nigged
who works here, | see hint back there. Oh, there's
fwa niggers, and—between those two Riggers—
one kike, Lh, two kikes. That's two kikes, three
niggers, and one spic. One sple—iwo....three
spics, Qe meick, one spic, one kick. Three kikes,
ong gidlned, heo micks, one greaseball ard hwo
vid spic polgek hunky funky boogies...." The
point? Thet the word's supprestion gives if the
power, the violence, the viciousness. [f the Presi-
demt got on the news tonight and said, “Tonight
I d like 1o introduce all the niggers in moy cabi-
net," and he yelled ‘nigger-nigger-nigger-
nigger-nigger-nigger’ af every migger he saw,
1ill nigger didn't mean anything any more—"ril
rigper lost its meaning—you' d never make any
four-vear-old black kid cry when he came home

from school”
—Leany Bruce

verybody calls him Johnnie, Not
Efirst name, last name, not M.

Cochran, just... Johnnie. With the
exception, that is, of the world's most
famous housekeeper, Rosa Lopez, who
affectionately refers o him as “Meeester
Johnnie.” But any way you cut it,

Jehnnie L. Cochran—the Iﬂﬁdﬂpfﬂns-p,

attorney in the O. 1. Simpson case and
master of the N-word—is a special kind of guy.

We all know that the Simpson trial is essentially soap
opera and that as such it creates the sort of familarity with
the leading players that breeds admiration as well as con-
tempt. Still, you don’t hear commentators referting lo pros-
eeutor Marcia Clark as “Marcia™ or Judge Tio as “Lance.”
But Johanie, Johnnie Cochran, is a different story, From the
moment you sef eyes on him, you fecl like you've known
him your whale life. Sometimes he ssems fatherly; at others,
more like a best buddy...a guy you could sit down and tell
your troubles to, Everything about Cochran seems bo say “trusl
me,” even the spelling of his first name, with its user-
friendly “ia" ending instead of the more traditional “y.”

When people talk about Cochran, it's almost always
in glowing terms. We hear that in addition to his superstar
clisnt roster (Michael Jackson, actor Todd Bridges, former
football star Fim Brown), he'll take cases from “regular
folks.” Almost to a man, his peers describe him as “a great
trial lawyer.” Terms like “brilliant” and “genius™ are fre-
quently bandied about.

Maybe it*s perverse, but 1 can’t help but think that
the constant praise is a bit odd. In my very rich hours of
Simpson trial watching (1 admit my addiction), I've seen
lots of things from Cochran: a savvy courtroom manner, a
suave ability to put people at ease, the capacity for ma-
nipulating without seeming deviows. Yet I can’t get away
from the (perhaps old-fashioned) belief that a good law-
yer is not simply someone who knows how to look good
on lelevision, but rather someone capable of delivering
impressive argument. Thus T have to say that I've seen
nothing from Cochran remotely resembling great
lawyering. Cochran’s legal arpuments ofien meander all
over the playing field. More distressing, when you get past
the: rhetoric, his statements often have little or no substance,
Worse still, he's muckle-mouthed. He'll swallow the first
half of a phrase, then proceed to spit out the rest, rapid-
fire, and in the process mn his words together so badly
that it*s virwally impossible to understand what be's say-
Ing.

Here's Cochran attempting to provide an alibi for
his client at 10; 10 p.m., the precise time that the murders
of Nicole Brown and Ronald Goldman are said to have
occurred: Y After making the phone call...at the Rockingham
locarion... we now have Mr, Simpson,. back inside., Uh...Mr.
Simpson....very often will, vnnnh...swing golf clubs,
ubn.which he keeps all over the place...the Bentley, in the

I .:. 4 . : .,‘- _:I' :‘_._: 1as ‘:i'u
T o Kknde Coclran

garage ar whatever, I think the evidence will be...and that
he sometimes will..chip—for these of you who are golf-
ers—he 11 chip, or..swing his four wood or three wond,
uh...gencrally over in this direction over here where there's
some sand where the kids can play and that sort of thing,
Eo during this pericd of time, uh...Mr. Simpsen, unonh...a
some point...ub, swings his golf clabs or whatever, and at
zome point, this point, and later...chips, so he's out in this
yard area after having made..the call.”

Partlenlarly in light of the fact that the defense’s
position is that Simpsan’s arthritis was so bad on June 12
that he couldn't poszibly have committed the murders, this
argument, uh, seems..unnh, slightly specious...or what-
ever. What he sometimes lacks in content, however,
Cochran makes up for in style. His veice is mellifluous,
almost saxophone-like. He woos, he wheadles, e charms,
he cajoles. Most importantly, be never loses his cool. When
confronted with an uncomfortable question, Cochran re-
sponds by rolling his eyes and chuckling deep in his throat
as If to invite you to share in his quandary, Without even
knowing how it happened, you're on his team.

Johnniz Cochran is socompanionable that you don 't
realize he is wearing a mask and that somewhere behind
the mustache and tinted glasses, behind the twinkling eyes
and toothy grins, is the real face, But the mask was not put

on just for the Simpson trial. It was constructed over years

of practice. Its only piveaway is an occasional vacancy in
the eyes, glimpsed in an unguarded morment. Virually ev-
erybody agrees about Cochran's effect on a jury. “When
Johnnie talks to the jury, it's ke a light bulb terning on
between him and them,” savs an associate, Another com-
ment is more on the money. “If Johnnie @ells jurors that a
mrkey can pull a freight train, they"l] look for a rope.”

I don't know about you, but t me that spells huck-
ster—sommenne who can convince people despite the facts.
Mot being able to see the jury, it"s impossible to tell whether
or not Cochran has succeeded in working his spell on them.
As o whether i°s worked on everybody else, there’s no
question that it has,

Judge Ito frequenily defers to Cochran, letting him
rambie on. Cochran often interrupts Marcia Clack in the
middle of her arpuments. When Clark does likewise, she
is immediately upbraided by the judge. Cochran's boddy-
beddy attitude towand the press—he slops at least twice
daily (despite a court order stating that it's not allowed) on
the courthouse sfeps o chat up reporters—has endeared

him 1o the media. Marcia Clark doesn’t talk to
the press, When Clark’s skirts show oo much
leg (and she's got great ones!), she is called a
floozy. When Cocliran wears ulira-shiny laven-
der or mustard yellow suits with lapels that look
like they would poke your eye out, he's referred
w as “dapper” The word most often used to
describe Cochran is smooth. I'd opt for oily.
He's the Don King of the Jegal wortd. You'd
think that people might be put off by the inces-
sant prandstanding, the specious arguments, the
mever-ending hyperbole, the loopy paragraphs,
the constant posing and preening, But with the
exceplion of former prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi
{who called Cochran’s cross-examination tech-
nigques “harely competent™), virtnally every one
of the network legal experts have steered clear
of saying arything even remotely negative about
Cochran's performance. WhyT Because this is a
man who had juice in his profession long be-
fore he had the Tuice as a client.

ochran has a rep for being well-connected.
power player. His friendship with former
mayor Tom Bradley is well documented, as 1s
his relationship with Los Angeles City Attor-
ney James K, Hahn. In fact, according to attor-
ney David Kyle, who was once partnered with
Cocliran in & case against the city of Los Ange-
les, Cochran “owns™ Hahn's office. “There are
deputies down there who will do anything to
et oul of a case with Johnnie,” says Kyle. “His
infloence with Hahn is incredible.”

I'm addition, Cochran has a long-standing
friendship with Los Angeles District Altosney
Gil Garcetti, who once worked under Cochran
in the DA% office. Acconding o the Los Angeles Times,
Cochran's fricndship extended to petting Garcetti voues
when he defeated incombent DA Ira Reiner in 1992, At
that time, Cochran asked Rev. William Epps, pastor of the
Second Baptist Church where Cochran has been a mem-
ber for 47 years, to introduce Garcetli to his congregation.
“With the Afro American middle-class,” Epps said,
“Johnnde's political endorsement can be invaluable.”

Larcy Feldman, the former president of e Los An-
geles County Bar Association who represented fhe 13'i",-:|!3f'
old boy who sceused Michael Jackson of child molesta-
tion, indicated that Cochran’s connections with Garcedri
(Cochran represented Fackson in the case) was a factor in
the DA% decision not (o prosecute the singer on criminal
charges, Garcetti denies that this is the case, although he
admits, 1 don’t deny that Johnnie has access.”

But while Cochran's past may seem o stretch out
like the yellow brick road, there are hdden potholes. Ac-
cording to the Los Angeles Times, in the carly "80s, when
Cochran served as a Tom Bradley appointee on the Los
Angeles Airport Commission, a number of Bradley's
friends and fandraizers were awarded choice hirport con-
cesstons with little or no cash investment required. In 1986,
Rep. Julian C. Dixon (D-Los Angeles) hired Cochran to
do 170,000 in legal work. Two months later, Cochran,
then the Airport Commission chairman, voted to award a
concession to run seven duty-free stores to a company
partly owned by Dixon’s wife.

In anoiber case, Deputy City Attormey Theodore
Heyck asked a judge to remove Cochran from a case “based
upon a conflict of interest becanse [Adrport]) Commissioner
Cochran is a mayoral appointee and a well-known condl-
dant of Mayor Bradley.” According to Heyck, LA City
Avttorney (and Cochran confidant) Habn ordered Heyck to
drop the issue and then suspended Hevek for three days
without pay. “I couldn't believe how scared everybody
was,” Hevek recalled.

Another matter is Cochran’s mvalvement with Black
Panther Geronimo Pratt, whowas senfenced o Life in prison
for murdering a school reacher. Cochran had defended Pra
it the origingl case. Later on, Pratt became one of those
political cause celebres left over from the 60%, a “revola- E
tionary”™ allegedly framed to stop his polifical activity, :
When Pratt’s appeal came up, Cochran was working in the 2
DA’z office. Prior to the hearing, Cochran $20t a matlgram 3
io the parole hoard recommending Pratt for parole. Ang
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angry District Attorney John Van de Eamp quickly wrote
the board stating that bis office had nod authorized Cochran
to write such a letter. Sadd Girard Courtean, a deputy Dvis-
trict Attorney for Marin County who represenied the state
against Pram at the parole hearing, “It was a very stupid
thing [of Cochran] to do.™ Yet it was not merely friendship
that Jed Cochran to breach protocol in this matter. Virtu-
ally apolitical before represanting Pratt, Cochran was pur-
portedly “radicalized” by the experience of defending the
Black Panther, His involvement with the case may not have
altered his cool demeanor, but it colored his views and
may have made him unigoely able to craft a defense for
(1.7, Simp=on based on the N-word and the netion of ram-
pant white racism.

ore interesiing than his soft spot for black radicals,

particularly given the fact that Cochran is represent-
ing a client accused of wife battering, were the revelations
in & January 29 Los Angeles Times Magazine article, which
stated that Cochran’s first wife Barbara had sought & re-
straining order against him for beating her. In her 1977
divorce petition, the former Ms. Cochran stated that “Dur-
ing the course of our marriage [Cocliran has] without any
reazonable cause.. physically struck, beat and ]'I]ﬂ'l-l:‘l:td se-
vere injury upon the person of the Petitioner...

Cochran told the Thnes that it was u]lannsta]ﬂ: ﬂla.lﬂu:
statements were made “for legal reasons. She kniws il‘éj are |
not true and will be happy o talk 1o you aboat Lf""ﬂut}'bé’l'rq-ir
the reporter went iosee her, Cochran sfmmrjﬂﬁmqfﬁwdﬂﬁ
recant, saying that she would not discuss the mater She
said she would reveal everything in a book: '[I;é-f,ﬁq]"
day, Barbara Cochran appeared on the Gﬂaﬁﬁ i)

Accompanying her was a teary-eyed white wmaﬂk oiden; 10 i

tified herself as Patricia Cochran. On thé sh i
Cochran was identified a8 having been Jo
mistress for the last 18 years, SI‘LE]SI['EI‘IINME :
Jomathan, bom in 1973, Cochran still supports: i
and son to the twne of $4,000 4 month, 507
Frequzntlj.r stopping to break into H:um,ﬂ’"

Cochran told viewers that just prior to her appearance on. . jur _‘. _
the show, Cochran had threatenad to cot her nﬁf‘namaﬂy s Th

if she went public. When asked by the panel if Cochran
had ever been violent, Patricia recounted an incident where
Cochran had shown up ather home with cuts and scratches
following an altercation with his then-wife Barbara. “He
s2id something about a kaife,” recalled Patricia, “and that
he'd had a fight with Barbara over a candy bar called a
Peanut Patty.” For the remainder of the show, a bleary
Patricia painted a picture of Cochran as a vicious, mean-
spirited womanizer who would do and say anything to get
whatever he wanted, Her testimonial was interrupted by
frequent breakdowns, during which peint the ever-smanmy
Rivera bowed his head and patted Patricia on the shoulder.

The most interesting thing about the appearance of
Patricia Cochran was not so much what she had to say, but
what the last 18 years had done to her face. In photos and
home movies interspersed throughout her interview, we
saw & thin, atractive blonde with a pleazant, if somewhat
charpcterless, countenance. That face is now beset by
crows” fzet, elephantine eye bags, double chins, and a
wattle of sagging skin around the neck.

Such a background might not be particularly relevant
were it not for the fact that wife-beating was part of the
burden Simpson too carries and that an alleged hatred of
interracial couples is at the heart of the defense team's as-
sault on Mark Furhman. The tabloid press has had a field
day with the foibles of other participants in this extrava-
ganza. Not only have we seen the trashing of prosecution
witness Mark Fuhrman for alleged Mazism, bul we've
heard about Micole Brown Shnpson's alleged lesbian af-
fair, her drug habits, and her promiscuons life style. We've
heard about her sister Denise’s bout with alcoholizm and
lher affair with Simpson®s pal Al Cowlings. Marcia Clark
bz had her first two marriages dissected ad naugzam, in
particular the first, in which her then-hosbend, a gambler
named Gaby Horowitz, was shot in the head by his best
friend. And a picture of Clark sunning herself topless on 2
beach in St. Tropez has also appeared in the Enguirer.

Given this climate, coupled with the fact that Cochran
contimues to deny that ©.J. Simpson ever hit his wife (de-
spite the fact that Simpson plead guilty to charpes of bat-
tering in 1986}, Cochran’s apparent hypocrisy would seem
likely to make perfect fodder for the voracious maw of the
press, For the several days following Patricia’s appearance
o elevision, T scarched the papers for an article on the
allegations she'd made. There were none. In the evenings
I flipped on the mbe, positive that, at the very least, there
waould be one of those shlocky segments on Hard Copy or
A Curremt Affair bearing the title, “Johnnic’s Other
Woman!"” or some such thing.

Mot a peep.

Al thiz point, one might opt for some sort of a con-
spiracy theory, but no, there's no way. Cochran can't be that
connected, Unforunately the answer, [ am convinced, lies in
the ever-expanding, ever more sensilized world of political
correciness that [ies like a thick blanket over this case,

Johnniz Cochran has forged a repotation 45 a man
who will spare no expense In combating “racist prosecu-
fion.” T that end, Cochran has spent most of his career
doing exactly what he's been doing in the Simpson case:
beating up on the police depanment. The most effective
methed of doing this, Cochran knows, is to play what the
TV commentalors seem o love calling “the race card.™
That's the same race card that, prior to the replacement of
Cocliran as the defense feam’s quarterback, Rober Shapiro
had promizad not to play.

It was probably their ondy move. With powerful cir-
cumstantial evidence against their chient mounting daily,
compounded by Simpson's miserable flubbing (despite his
alleged acting abilities) of his role as the wrong man, the
defense had to do what it could to see that the case would
b fivuzhitom symbolic rather than factual grounds. That meant
they had 1o cloak Simpson in the mantle of victimhood.

Cochran saw this immediately, even if Bhapiro did
naot. Early onin the game, when Shapiro was still mnning
the: show, it was rumered that Simpson was going to cop
ain insanity plea. But then Johnnie amived, all talk about
§jmmm Lmakihg &n end ren stopped, and Shapiro prompely

ﬁgﬂ]ﬁ'@}glnf_eﬂgu hua Adfier all, you couldn’t have a

:.r v-'ijt]] phmtqm-f i “clock shadow—a Jew, for
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' r%{n_i _ glfq slick, bot this jury wouldn't eot-
rsht B -,,:r'mrrﬁanrnq' City shtick. Mo, you
dqu |'|:1,:|fll: to.: That someone was
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'_ i hionica {whl::rl: the
05 / :‘ﬂs}‘mtm.ﬁnge
SOl a5 we Al uﬂ'mﬂmﬂhuSm:pm;qus
T5 pl:n:l:nl black, & fact that led UCLA law professor Peter
Aranclla to comment, after jury selection, “The defense
team shewld be dancing in the sfreets.”

Aranella was no doubt avware of the statistics show-
ing that in Los Angeles 74 percent of blacks said they felt
sympathetic towands Simpson. Moseover, & "less educated”™
jury like this one would be more easily confosed by the
inevitable batile over DNA evidence, Aranella suggested.

The prosecution reacted to Cochran's involvement
by adding Chriz Darden, a young black DA, to their team,
interestingly enough over Cochran’s vehement objections.
VWhen prosecotor Bill Hodgman was forced to leave the
case due to stress, Darden became the second hitter in the

tion's lineup, Darden and Cochran are as different
as night and day, Darden wears his emotions on his sleeve,
He openly displays his hostility toward the Simpson de-
fense team. Cochran, on the other hind, kills with kind-
wess, He'll stick the shiv in you with one hand while clap-
ping you on the back with the other. It is part of Coch-
ran's genius that Darden, who has some of the intensity of
a young black radical Cochran might have defended in the
past, seems somehow “lzss black™ than Cochran himse]f,

rI‘Iw importance of the racial torf on which the case would
be fought was made clear for all to see during the first

week of the trizl when Cochran 2nd Darden clashed over
he use of the dreaded N-word, which had allegedly been
employed by detective Mark Puhrman some 10 years ear-
lier, Darden, who made a desperate plea fo the judge not to
allow the word to be uttered in court, called it “the most
vicious, nastiest, upliest wond in the human language.”
Cochran responded with equal fervor, saying that he was
“ashamed” that Darden would stoop to become an apolo-
gise for a “racist cop,” adding that he was appalled thal
Darden had “the temerity, the unmitigated gatl” {one of
Caochran's favorite phrases) (o suggest that biack jurors
wiould become inflamed upon hearing the word. Morcover,
he said it with a straight face. '

The theatrics seemed somewhat forced on both sides
birt Cochran came out on top, the old counterpuncher
outpunning the young slogger by the sheer force of his
counterattack. Darden, for the moment, had been fumed
into an Uncle Tom and in Mark Fuhrman the defense had
their whipping boy,

Cochran's protestations abont the cominon-sense
abilities of the juroes o decide the case based wpon the
facts rather than their emotions are interesting in light of a
comment he allegedly made o his onetime wiiibe mistress
Patricia Cochiran, According to her, Cochiran had saed that

if he could get “just one black juror™ impaneled he would
puarantze a hung jury for Simpson. Theoretically, at Jeast,
Cochran can now get nine hung juries,

T fully appreciate the wisdom of Cochran's tactics,
oe sl understand the hstory of animosity between the
black commumnity and the LAPD, which has increased dra-
matically in the post-Rodney King era. Mo one woold
deny that with or without Mark Fohoman there are undoubd
edly plenty of racist cops on the LAPD, But that the LAPD
{with whom Simpson was, in fact, quite friendly) would
Cngage in a massive conspiracy {0 frame Simpson for a
double homicide is so absurd that Cochran would not pro-
peose it He is just banking on the fact that the jury will gt
hds drift and enteriain this possibility, thos landing in that
vast uncharted region known as “reasonable doobt,”

It would be one thing for Cochran to creaie such rea-
sonable doobts on behalf of a radical like Geronimao Pratt.
But it strefches the definition of the term “irony™ for him
to create them for a client who, for his entire lifetime, has
sowght to remain “colorless.” O, Simpson is a man, after
itll, who not anly refused wo give money to the United Me-
gro Collegs Fund, but who, while living in Brentwood,
turnisd down an invitation to a fundraiser for Jesse Jack-
som. When asked if he'd ever conzsidered becoming a black
Muslim by a reporter, Simpaon chockled and said, “T like
bacon too muoch,”

(1.1, may just be the feast likely candidse in the coun-
try tor warrant the mamtle of victimbood as a target of rec-
i, And, as writer Yames Ellroy put it, “To offer the histor-
ic oppression of blacks as a salient factor of mitigation in
an adrenaline-fueled double lost homicide is preposterous.™

Maybe so, but it was a slick move, Cochrag may fol
he a great Tawyer, but he knows the audience he's playing
to. He knows that his arguments don't have to have any
foundation in reality. It"s the repetiticn—the drumming of
them into the brain—that matters, It's all in the delivery,
the rhythm. Jimmy Swaggart knows this. Al Sharpton

knows this, And Johnnie Cochran knows it
He doesn't shout “racism.” He does something more
gubtle. He has made the ides of racial victimbood the white

sound humming in the background of the wisl. Cochran
fias played the race card before in an equally absurd con-

text, It was during the Michae] Jackson child molestation
case, when he actually suggested that Jackson had been
tarpeted because he was black, "For all of us who are Afri-
can Americans,”™ Cochran opined shorily after Teckson hd
paid 20 million to shuot his accuser wp, T think there’s a
real lesson here, IF they will try to do that to Michae] Jacks
cody, they will toy to do it o anyone,”

The remvedy for this incipient racism, according ko
Cochran, is “to get away from that plantation mentality, to
get away from the self-hatred we’ve been tanght for 300
years.” As for role models, Cochran suggests we look to
rap arists. (Cochran has, represented Topac Shakur and
Snoop Doggy Dogg on assanlt and murder charges, re-
apectively.) Cochran speaks glowingly of his rag-brothers:
“They are very Afrocentric. They are the breakthrough.”
The fact that Cochran would embrace the most racist con-
tingent of black culture—an illiterate group of punks and
bigots who make their living peddling anthems of hate—
tells us everything we need to know sbout his true valoes,

Lﬁ: film clips shown on the Geraldo Rivera show, in
ftion to seeing Cochran's former mistress before she'd
been used up and tossed aside, we also got a glimpse of a
young—and very different—Johnnie Cochran. Thers was
Tohnnie sporting a huge Afro, decked out in a Superfly
oifit—a ridicelous blue-checked spodis Coal worn over a
shirt with a huge Mod Squad collar, White plastic boots
matched the white pants and belt. A large silver medallion
danglad from his neck. And there, in this early photo, we
saw the man behind the mask.

In the shot, 2 young Cochran, just barely able to grow
a mustache, stares out at you. There's no twinkle in his
eyes. Mo smile. The man appears to be on the verge of
soowling. The anger is pent-up; nonetheless, it's a tangihle
presence. We might imagine a man with this face denisively
referring to people he didn't like—as Patricia Cochran zaid
lohnmie Cochran often did—as “stupid"™ or “paychodic.”
We might imagine a man with this face calling those who
disagreed with him “rednecks” or “hillbillies.” It is not a
face you would naturally trust, and it doesn’t belong to a
person you'd refer to familiarly as Johnnie.

Johnnie Cochran has taught us something in a trial
that at times seems merely stupefyingly banal. He has
helped remind us that racism 15 indeed alive and well, and

that its proponents come in more than one color.
Y/

Stuart Goldman is an imvestigative journalist ‘

living in Los Angeles. <
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Dancing with the Elephant

ate last October, in what
would become perhaps the

. t significant moment in
female aviation history since
Amelia Earhart dropped from ra-
dio contact into the Pacific, Navy
Lt. Kara Hultgreen took off from
San Diego’s Miramar Naval Air
Station in a Grumman F-14A
Tomcat. The 29-year-old Hult-
green was the first of only two
women to qualify as pilots of the
MNavy's premier fighter since na-
val policy was chianged on the is-
sue of women in combat early in
1993, Everything Hultgreen did,
therefore, had the feel of symbol-
ism. She was not only a fighter
pilot but also somecne who car-
ried the banner of gender equity,
whether she wanted 1o or not—
an airbome white female equiva-
lent of Jackie Robinson whom
fate had appointed to shoulder
others' hopes and fears as she

climbed into the cockpit.

Om this clear fall afiernoon,

Hultgreen climbed b craising aktitude
ani then flew southwest toward the air-
craft carmer L35 Abraham Lincoln,
which awaited her soene 50 miles off
shore, Setting up her approach, she
swung her plane to the “abeam' posi
tom 1.1 g 1.2 miles from the ship, at
approximately 600 feat in clevation and with 180 degrees
of twrn remaining before her landing. Her air speed was
approximately 155 mph as she prepared to “call the ball,”
areference to the visual glidescope provided by a series of
Fresnel lens=s an the carmier’s deck. Just after three o'clock,
Lt Matthew Klemish, the Radar Intercept Officer riding
behind the pilot, said, *One oh three, Tomecat ball,
Hultgreen,” as Lt. Huligreen swung into her final approach.
“Roger ball,” replied the Landing Signal Officer (L50)
from the deck as Hubtgresn made her final mum.

The starboard engine was spewing exhaust but noth-
ing camé from the port engine, Whether because of that or
some other problem, Holtgreen swung wide of the
centerline, critical for an accurste landing. Her F-14 then
began to yaw to the pilot's left. *Wave off,” the Landing
Service Office snid with relative calm, But then he shouted
“Wave of("™ twice more wilh escalating urgency as the
plane’s zir spesd dropped dangerously, At that moment,
the LSO also used his electronic “pickle™ o Mlash waring
lights on deck. “Power! Raise your gear!” he yelled into
the microphone from his platform beside the deck, an area
surrounded by a net into which the LS0s can dive in dan
gerous siteations. But now Hultgreen's fighter wis bank-
ing steeply to the left and wasin extremis, beyond the poine
of no retem. Only one option remaingd,

“Bject! Eject!™ screamed the LSCL Radar Officer
Klemish initiated the epection procedure, His chote opened,
and he get one swing in the air before splashing to the
surface with only minor injuries. But by the time Lt
Huligreen had ejected a fraction of 4 second later, the F-14
had rolled so far that it catapulted the pilot directly into
the water. Tt was not until Movember 13 that a salvage team
dizcovered her body tn 4,000 feel of water, still strapped
info the ejection seat that rested some 90 vards away from
the sunken aircraft. The first female combat pallot to fly the
F-14 had become the first to die. :

4 %nump]:r: understanding of all of the facts lead-

ing to this most unfortunate accidens will never

be known,” said Admiral B.J. Spane in the Mavy's official
report on the accident, released on February 28. Yet de-
spite this apparent agnosticism, the Navy tried to wave off
the whole incident by blaming it on engine failure. That

By K.L. Billingsley

Nawvy Lt Kara Hullgreon

caused promoters of women in combai to declare victory
and to attack critics of the new policy such as Linda
Chavez, who had written about Hultgreen's death weeks
earlier in her FSA Today columm: “Tts been almost two
years since the Department of Defense started its Brave
Mew World campaign to put woman in combat roles,
and the casualties are starting to mount....Morale and
military readiness are clearly strained by the Penta-
gon's attempt 1o ignore human biclogy and psycho-
fogy. [Under such conditions] it's doubtful that any hon-
cst investigation into Hultgreen's tragic death is even
possible.”

Thess views infuriated California Sen. Barbara
Bioxer, who sald, afer the Mavy released its report, ©'1
prge Chavez to withdraw the scarrilous and irrespon-
sible charges made about women m the military.” In a
similar vein, liberal columnist Ellen Goodman wrote:
“80 it was the engine after all. Mot the pilet. L. Kara
Hultgreen did oot die on the altar of °political corect-
ness’ or ‘preferential treatment’ or ‘reverse discrimina-
tiom,” She died because the F-14 Tomcat stalled as it
approached the aircraft carrier” Boxer and Goodman
may have thought that they had rumped Chavez in the
intramural war among feminists over the meaning of the
Accident, but the basic issues still remained unresolved
after the Navy report's attempt to affiom the idea of women
in combat.

It was not accorate to simply say that the Tomeat
had “stalled.”™ Even the Navy report said that only one
cngine malfunctioned. The F-14A can fly,-and land,
quite well with one engine, and Lt. Hultgreen knew all the
prosedures for both of these functions before she ever got
in the cockpit. *Single engine emergencies are disoussed
and trained to daily in flight briefs and simolators,”
the MNavy repodt on the accident says, Whether she wasg
sufficiently good at handling those emergencies is
anodher question,

The fevered statensedts of Boxer, Goodman, and oth-
ers worried fhat the accident would set back women's par-
ricipation in combat confirmed that they knew little about
Maval aviation and had not read carefully the Mavy report
or the anonymous ketters of other Mavy yers who saw the
peoident as avoidable, letters they simply dismizsed as

“vicleus" misogyny,

The communications from Mavy personnel that fol-
lowed the sccident were anonymous not because those
who seot them were cowardly or chauvinistic, or be-
canse their authors hated Hultgreen, They were anon-
ymoos becawse, in today’s Mavy, any public expres-
sion critical of pender neutrality, or any complaint abput
double standards favoring women, can terminate the
apealer’s career.

Anyone doubtlful that this 15 so should consider the
case of Li. Cmdr. Kenneth Carkhuff, an officer with a
superh record—"unlimited potential” and “destined for
command and beyond,” said his fitness reports—who is
being drummed ont of the Mavy for expressing his belicf
that women should not be subjected to the violence of
combat. Al the same time, be 10ld s commanding offic-
ers of that belied, he also said he was willing to go nio
combat with women if so ordered. On Januwary 2%, the
Mavy moved to dismiss him for “substandard perfor-
mance™ in the “failure o demonstrate accepiable quakities
of leadership requirsd of an offtcer in vour grade as
evidenced by youor refusal to support and execure the
policies of the Department of Defense and United States
Mavy reparding women in combat,”

Given this reality, I will guard the identities of two
of my sources for this story, both F-14 mlots who arc
formes Top Guen instructors at Miramar, each with thow-
gands of hours in the plane. One of them is a Landing
Service Officer qualified to land any aircraft in the fleet.
The other is a former safety officer as well, These oao of-
ficers reviewed with me the official materials, the com-
munications sent by aponymous avigtors, and the Navy's
video of the crash.

The world of Mavy aviation is a small one with few
seorets, and both men know key plavers in the incident,
though neither had spoken cut befors this article. They
apree with each other in the conclusions they draw abous
this mishap: Pilot error was indesd involved, and L,
Ears Hultgreen was piven special treatment in training,
Thesze two men believe that the record also shows that &5
the Mavy bas been less than truthful in this incident ag well
as o questions involving women in combat in general. &
Instead of candidly facing the conclusions that might%

Weai b Pisibea
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be drawn from this inckdent, these pilots believe, the Navy
continues to move forward blindly with policies that

coubd mean the meedless death of our roops or of civil-

fans and the loss of expensive equipment, not 1o menton
tie Joss of a combat engagement to our foes,

Aﬁ- the first exhibit in this case, these pilots point o the
plane ifzelf. As Saddam Hussein and others have
learned by direct experience, when an F-14 Tomacat 15 com-
ing after you, you've definitely pod a problem. The all-
weather F-144 can hit speeds exceeding Mach 2 and soar
to altitodes above 500000 feel. It can track 24 different
targets simultanesously and shoot down six of them at once
with its Phoenix AIM-544 misgiles.

Few pilots get to fly this $38-million weapon,
which alzn packs several tons of sophisticaed air-to-ground
ordinance ard a ME-61A1 Vulcan Mhmm canoon., But
the Grumman engineers who designed the B-14A, opera-
tional since 1973, did so withoul any consideration
that any woman would ever fly it According to the Mawvy
Times, there are nine concerns for women with the
F-14A and other airerafis helmets; urine coll=ction devices
(there are none for women on most aircraft); torso har-
nesses; survival vests; anti-exposure coveralls; flver’s
coveralls; anti-g suits; and cold-weather and summer jack-
ets and hoots.

Of these, helmets are particalacly importan,
Standard helmets are gensrally too big for women, be-
cause their faces are marrower than men's. A shifting
Belmet 15 dangerous, and hair worn outside of a helmet
i a fire bazard. Mavy officials told the Navy Times
that “politically it 1sn't acceptabie o tell female aviators
to have short hair,” a confession that politics trump
practice and a possible reference o an incident in which
Sen, Barbara Boxer chastised a commander who sent a
female pilot home for refusing to keap her hair wndes
her helmet,

Custom-designing equipment for women; which
the Mavy 15 doing, 15 a complicated and- expensivie
process.In addition to equipment, there is the plane -
itself. From the beginning of its carcer, the F-14- h:u
proved g difficalt and, particularly with the TE-30 :ngmﬂ.‘.
dangerous aircraft. A relatively small percentage
of male MNavy aviators has the ability to fly the F-14

swecesstully.

Among the female ranks the Mavy had found only
two candidares, Kara Hultgreen and Lt JG Carey Lohrenz.
According o Lt. Cmdr. Tom Pokorski, @ Navy investiga-
1or and author of a study on muscle streagth required for
aviators, pilot strength isn't an issoe “until something gocs
wrong. If they lose hydraulics or an engine or two engines,
it gets really tough to fly the plane.” Having said this, Com-
mander Pokorski is quick to add, “The thing is we don't
want to discriminate against anyone.”

The Miramar Top Gun trainer and Landing Service
Officer who gave background for this article boasts an
impressive physique but ssys that he often required two
hands on the stick, Kara Hultgreen herself told the Mawvy
Times that flying the F-14 was like “dancing with an el-
ephani—you have o be very careful and stay one step
ahead of the airplans.”

Despite charges that those critical of the Navy's waf-
Ming on the accident were anti-worman, most of the naval
flyers who spoke out about the crash were respectiul of
Hultgreen and felt that her desth was a loss to the service.
“There is no dishonor or disgrace in making & mistake in
the most difficult task in aviation—Ilanding on & carmrier
deck,” editorialized the Navy Timer on March 13,
“[Hultgreen], like her male colleagues, dead or alive, are
heroes for risking their lives every time they catapult.” The
twi pilots who spoke to me agres with that sentiment, and
it pained them to watch the video of the crash.

ara Hualtgreen, who aspired 1o be an astronaut, held a
ggree in aerospace engineering from the Univer-
sity of Texas. As the Navy Times observed, “"Hultgreen
had been one of a group of female pilots outspoken
and active in pushing the Navy and Congress toward
dropping combat exclusion for women,” And when the
exclusion was lifted she said “it was son of like wom-
en being able to vote for the first time. It was historic, [
falt super.”

The analogy was a stretch. Anybody can vote, but
not anybody can land a fighter on the heaving deck of an
amrerafl carder in a space of several hondred feet. That's
what they do in the Navy, all over the world, day and
night, 24 hours a day, The pilot who can’t put the aitcraft
derarn “on the boat,™ however smooth his or her landings
om dry land, is out of his or ber keague here. It's dangerous
business, a5 the six Mavy svistor fatalities during Desert

Storm indicate,

“Any landing is a controlled crash,” says one of the
former Top Gun instructors whom I interviewed. The mas-
give F-14A MATOPS manual (Naval Aviation Tactical
Operating Procedures Standardization) iz replete with
EXTREME CAUTION wamnings. “Every time you-see that,
it's written in blood,” says the other F-14 pilot who agreed
to speak for this article, “Tt means that someone has been
imjured or killed during that procedure.™

Fara Holtgreen would have been familiar with
all those danger warnings and the procedures for
landing with one enging; she would have memonzed a
number of steps to take in emergency simations. She
had flown the BEAGB for years, logging what the Mavy
said was “considerable fight time™ before moving on o
the F-14, a plane that is far trickier to land. *“The F-14
iz the most difficult airplane to land aboard,” she told
the Mavy Times. “The lincup to land is very diffieult...
It was the challenge they made it out to be.” She made
that statement just days hefore erashing as she atternp-
ted that very maneuver, At the same time, she also told
the Times that there had been “incredible pressure to per-
fiorm™” and that was why'she and Carey Lohrenz, the other
female combat pilof, had asked the Navy o keep the me-
dia away during their training.

Much of that “incredible pressure™ came as a result
of the Taithook scandal of September 1991 in Las Vegas,
Thar wild affair launched a witch hont and gave anti-mili-
tary types in Congress such as Pat Schroeder a powerful
pretext to use in inflicting & PC agenda regarding women
on the armed forces, “There was social engineering well
before Tailhook,” says one of the Top Gun trainers. “That
Justbrought it into the forefront and pave Schioeder some-
thing to hook on.™

fer Eli_nmu's election, the restrictions on women fly-
ng in combat were soon lifted. The Na'l.:.r, knowing
that & Democratic Gl:lhg;n:ss would beeveing the military
hﬂatt.wmdaﬂ raie I Eh“#ﬂu@}hﬂhmhhsm by fingd-
e pfhm. who lobbied
-Ql ' OF, i press i in-flight
thel 7 mice e prissuie o
prrmie :iadrffidatas “And with it the

temptation I:-|:|--|:1J[ them some slack.

Hultgresn came to San Diege's Fighter Squadron V-
213 known as the Black Lions in May 1993, She worked
out of Mirzmar, home of the Replacement Air Group or
RAG. The RAG commander, interestingly enough, was
Tom Sobisck, who had cavght considerable flak over
Taithook even thowgh, as with many other officers, it was
far from clear whether he had acmally done anything
wrong, But officers under Soblecks command say that he
felt he was “under the gun™ and that pushing woman in
combat was part of his atonsment. *“The man was capable
of putting pressure on his junior officers,” says one of
F-14 velerans who spoke to me.

Combat pilot training uswally takes six to seven
mionths, and there are few nghts to privacy, Every landing
is filmed and graded, with the grades posted in onder of
achievement in the “ready room.” These grades follow
pilats wherever they go. One rerm used in the Navy's Tac-
tical Shipbaard Training Aszeazsment {TSTA) is a "down,”
which indicates an unsatisfactory performance in a criti-
cal arca. As the term clearly denotes, such a mistake could
mean a plane and pilat going down,

On February 28, 1995, when the Navy released ils
report o the Huoltgreen accident, T attended a press con-
ference at the Morth Island Naval Air Station in Coronado
at which T asked Admiral Jay B, Yakeley, commander of
Carrier Group Three, if Lt. Hultgreen had any “downs" on
her record. Momentarily startled, Yakeley responded that
she did indesd have one but did not elaborate and quickly
added that many other pilots also have them. The Navy
report released that day does not uss the term down,™ but
it docs refer to a “mishap” by Hultgreen that was “being
counted a5 3 wave-off," adding that the pass “should not
be included on [Hultgreen's] landing grade calculations,™
which the Navy calculated as 3.083 fout of a possible 43, a
performance “stightly below average compared with the
rest of the Alr Wing.”

Wi this “mishap™ the “down™ to which Admiral
Yakeley referred? I have asked the Navy, in writing, to
provide the circumstances of Lt. Hultgreen's down, whether
there were &ny injuries, what sort of boards reviewed her
action, and what kind of remedial training she was required
to ursdeniake. The Mavy has yet to respond.

The Mavy also told the San Disgo Union-Tribune
that Tast July Hultgreen scored 3.24 on field carrier land-
ing practice, placing third in a class of seven. On her day
landings on the carrier she scored 3.22, with a boarding
rile of 80 percent, first in class of seven. Her night grade
2.82 with a 71 percent borrding ranked her sixth in class

of seven. One of the naval Ayvers who called in to a San
Dego radio station in the aftermath of the crash said thar,
a% a trainer, he had voted to take away the wings of pilots
with grades of 3.4 to 3.6. A third F-14 pilot [ interviewed
agreed that such a ruling would not be unosual.

The Mavy considered Hultgresn a fully qualified and
above-average pilot. But both Top Gun pilots, one of whom
has landed on carriers out of foel and with his plane shot
up, say there is more to the story.

ﬂ- 1l combat pilots must be able to land on carriers, day

night, But that sitwation, as tricky as it can be, does
nod approach the physical demands of actual combat, a
supersonic slugfest that can easily stretch the human
frame and mind beyond the breaking point. Pilots must
contend with g-forces that can black them out, hot
conditions in the cockpit, and, of course, a well-armed
foe trying to kill them. Based on the clear strength
differences, it remains dubious if women could compete
with men on an equal basis in a shooting situation. And,
as George Will bas pointed out, sending the second-besi in
a military situation is like having the second-best poker
hand. You have two choices: Bluff or fold,

COne of the Miramar Top-Gun trainers has heard
reports from other aviators that Holegreen failed to
even get her wheels down on deck during a night-landing
exercise, (Pilots need six of these to qualify.) According
to this pilot and others, a mistake of that magnimde at
that stage of training would be cnough to get most
pilots cashiered, The Navy Times noted that Holtgreen
“had disqualified during her first frip o the carrier
during F-14 training thiz April [1994]," adding how-
ever that such a development wis “nol uneenimon among
student pilots.”™

The Mavy says that aboot 25 percent of pilots dis-
qualify their first me. Bui both of the Qvers who spoke
to me say that, following a “down,” the normal proce-
dure is some sort of formal review, such as a Fleet Maval
Avimtors Review Board followed by remedial training.
Apparently Huligreen had not been subjected to such a
board hearing, something that would e been standard
for any male Thver. “Maybe she would mod have surdived
the Fleet Naval Aviators Review Board decision,” said one
naval aviator in a fax fo a local radio station, “'but she would
be alive.”

In April 1994, about ife fme Hultgresn was failing
te qualify, Lt. Ellen B, Hamblet, 2 Navy reservist and
former intelligence officer for an early-warning squadron,
wirode an article in'the Mavy journal Procecdings eniitled
""Wha's o Blame When Women Don™t Measure Up?™
Hamblet cited the case of a female pilot who blew a tins
and ran off the runwway. This pilot was “pratsed by top lead-
ership for keeping her wils atout her but the peneral con-
sensus among the junior officers was that if & male pilot
had done the same thing, he would have been severcly
disciplined.”

Hamblet also notes the case of “a wofnan near
the bottorn of her class being allowed to continue at the
training command.. because the commanding officer
nesded o kesp a female instructor,”™ Hamblet further
charged that women were “being allowed to carer gual-
ify, although they didn't meet the required standards.™
And while stories of mishaps invelving male aviators
seem toend with the words “so he fost his wings,” stories
about women often end in “and can you believe she is
still fyiog™

Many female Navy personnel, including some pi-
lots, share Hamblet's views, which correspond to those of
the anonymous Navy faxer who wrote a San Diego radio
station after the accident that Haltgreen “was an accident
waiting to happen, every one of her squadron mates knew
it, bast they could not speak up for fear of reprisal.” The
Top Gun F-14 trainers 1 spoke to agree and note that spe-
cial reatment continsed after the accident. It is a view cor-
roborated by the Navy Times, which wrote: “Two Navy
internal messages sent in the days after the mishap—which
outling that Hultgreen had gone too wide on her approach
and cavsed her engine to stall as she tmed o cormect it-—
were quistly recalled.”

The Mavy gave Hultgreen an elaborate funeral at
Arlington, with many dignitaries in attendance. It is
not normal practice to retrieve downed planes from
depihs of 4,00k fect (downed male pilots, says one F-14
veteran, are regularly abandoned “to become part of
the food chain™ and their planes left in the drink), but the
Mavy did so without hesitation in Hullgreen's case.
The Mavy estimates this cost at 310,080 In another un-
usual move, the Mavy gave a copy of Hultgreen's flight
grades to her mother, Sally Spears of San Antonic—but
not to the press. And two days before the Navy released its
Februiary 28 report to the press, Mark Galpin, a commander
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in Hultgreen's unit, flew to San Antonio to brief Spears
o1 the results of the investigation and o present her with
a complete copy of the 6-inch thick official report and
the MNavy video of the accident.

It might be noted that when the Mavy released
its first report on the TailThook scandal virtaally nobody
believed it. The document oaly confirmed press suspi-
cions that there was more to the story than the Navy
was letting on. But the Hultgreen report, since it had a
politically correct message, elicited the opposite
response. When some reporters asked for the full report,
the Mavy told them they would have te file a Freedom
of Information Act request. Yat what was released for
public consumption is enough to raise doubts, if report-
ers had taken the time to study it.

The report blames the crash on a mid-compres-
zion bypass valve, bot it also states that “MNo indications
of pre-impact failure was found in the Flight Control
Systems, the Air Inlet Control System, Hydraulic Power
Systems, Electrical Power Systems, Fuel Supply Feed
System or Cockpit Throttle Command.”

The report concedas that Hultgreen was “relatively
inexperienced In the F-14." She had logged 217 hours
in the aircraft, compared to 460 hours for her radar of-
ficer Maithew Klemish, (Klemish did not appear at the
Morth Island press conference, and word arcund
Miramar is that the Wavy is keeping him from report-
ers.) “There existed a very small window of opportu-
nity through which to recopnize a deteriorating situa-
Hon and to make critical flight control inputs,” says the
report. “If these critical flight control inputs are not
performed quickly and comrectly, then the aircraft will
be placed in extremis. In this accident, the window of
opportunity for a successful recovery was missed. Fi-
nally, inexperience prevented the crew from recogniz-
ing the point at which recovery was impassible and ejec-
fion the only alternative.” (Mote the report's evasive pas-
sive-yoice consiruction in this passage: "the window of
opporiunity was missed.”)

Further, there was "a delay in recognition of the
extremis condition, either dus to precccupation with

correcting the overshoeting start, or the timing of the

stall warning system.” In addition, “the Landing Ser-
vice Officer call for wave-off was extremely timely, but
subzequent pilot technigue permitted Angle of Attack
to increase to & point where rudder effectiveness began
to be reduced te nil and departure from controlled flight
was imminent.”

The report further says that in Hultgreen's
trend analysis, “her tendency was to make large power
additions on the start due to a lineup or perceived
glidescope deviation which caused her to go high in
the middle to in close and make adequate comrections
on the ramp to catch middle wires,” 5o she had appar-
ently made similar lineup errors before—and the Navy
knew it. (The San Diego Union-Tribune, ciling Navy

sources, said in early April that the Navy had rigged the

tests.)

And if, as the report said, the exact cause of the
accident will never be known, then atfempis by the Mavy
to duplicate the situation in flight simulators can never
be more than speculative.Further, in mid-March
Newsweek magarine picked up leaks of the Mavy s Mis-
hap Investigation Report (MIR), Thizs repot, wrilten (o
exacting standards and for Navy consumpiion only, is
sharply critical of Lt, Huligreen and even notes that the
faulty bypass valve doesn’t fully explain the one or more
left-engine stalls Haltgreen's plane suffered,

ath pilofz contacted by Heterodory, and many other
Mavy personnel, zay the Mavy can salvage some-
thing from this tragic accident by using it as an oppor-
unity o review its policy on women in combat. But
that does mot seem o be what they have in mind. At the
February 28 press conference, a reporter asked Admiral
Yakeley if this accident would cause the Mavy to make
any change in the policy of training female pilots. *Ab-
solutely not,” Yakeley responded. And in a March 19
interview with the San Diepo Union-Tribane, secretary
of the Navy John Dalton said he was pleased with cur-
rent gender policies amd argoed that all bur a few die-
hards tn the Mavy were oo,
But some point the finger elsewhers, “The fault is
naot with, women, " writes Lt, Ellen Hamblat, *but with

Navy leaders who allow subordinates to continue doing
jobs for which they are not qualified....The true fault
lies with sendor officers who refuse, for whatever rea-
sons, to offer honest feedback and criticism and v en-
force tough, unpopular decizions. Theéy are perpetuat-
ing a terrible disservice to the poorer performers, who
are allowed to continue in an atmosphere where they
cannot compete safely. At the same time, they also are
cheating most of the cutstanding personnel—both men
and women—who crave and deserve a challenge to per-
form to their utmost capacity, operating in an atmosphers
of excellence.”

These tough words from a female officer are
backed up by the tough editorial of the Navy Times,
which said that “the Navy, still sensitive over Tailhook
and gender, has gone out of its way to reach a predeter-
mined conclusion about the canse of Hultgreen's fatal
crash” amd that “the spparent Mavy dishonesty—the
shading of truth for fear of admitting a mistake or say-
ing something politically incorrect—undermines Mavy
credibility.™

The overall record suggests that it is not conser-
vative critics such as Linda Chavez-—who was, after all,
right abouwt the Wavy investigation—who need to apolo-
gize. Kather, it is the liberal Schrocders, Boxers, and
Gopdmans who promoted the double standards that
needlessly took a young woman's Iife and have made
today 'z Navy a perilous place indeed.

They might pay heed to ancther prophecy of the
anonymous Mavy faxer who wrote the San Diego radio
station two days after the accident, “This death of Lt.
Hultgreen was tragic, absolutely could have been
avoided, and 15 waiting to happen again.™

They might even pay attention to the testimony of
Lt. Kara Hultgreen hersel. *CGuys hke you have 1o make
sure there's only one standard,” Huligreen told Rear Ad-
miral Kobert Hickey last vear, “If people let me slide
throwgh on a lower standacd, it"s my life on the line, I
could get killed,”

gl

KL Billingsley writer regulariy for Hetero- =
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Texas, continued from page [

School. These changes in the admitsions policy appar-
ently were forced onto TWU by Title IX of the federal
Higher Education ActAmendments of 1972, The language
of Title IX seemed to allow TWU to continue discriminat-
ing on the basis of sex in its admissions into the general
studies undergraduate program, which it continoed o do
until the regents” vote on December 9, 1994,

Steve Serling !nﬁ'm.u.t n_,.I:’ Tﬁ o
Actoally, the Texas legislature originally intended
thit TWU {founded in 1901 as the girls Industrial Col-
lege) be exclusively for “the white girls of the State of
Texas.,” Tn 1957, the name of the university was changed
{for the third time) o Texas Woman's University and ref-
erence to race was omitted. TWL 18 the largest “woman’s”
sriversity in the nation, with men curmently representing
about § percent of the total population of almost 10,000
students. (Formerly all-male Texas A&M went coed in 1963
and is now half female.) Although men have been on cam-
pus for more than two decades, the official mission of the
state-supported university is still to“provide.. education...in
a learning environment that empowers and affirms the full
development of women™ and “to encourage women o de-
velop intellectual, humanitarian, and leadership skills.”
When the Board of Regents changed its admissions
palicy to allow men into 2l degree programs, it went out
of its way o affirm TWUs gendered reason for being,
suggesting that it was embracing the change so that it could
be “controllad” instead of rammed down the wniversity's
throat, But this did not placate the crowd that objected to
the new policy. The students who packed the regents” mesi-
ing delivered a petition reportedly containing the signa-
twres of 850 students dedicated to keeping the status quo.
The local chapter of NOW organized the petition drive.
Kimberly Hampton, president-elect of the Student Gov-
ermment Association, said; “Texas Woman's University
does nod exist for the exclusion of men but for the inclo-
sion of women,"”

"I‘?l.ut evening, after the regents” open meeting, leaders
from various student erganizations (incloding the lo-
cal chapter of NOW, the NAACE, the gay and lesbian o
ganizations, and the Hispanic student group) met at the
house of Dawn Tewwater-King, president of NOW's local
chapter. They plotted strategy, formed the TWLJ Preserva-
tion Society, and passed acound a hat for donations.
Tawwater-King, a self-styled social activist, was formerly
coordinator of the Dallas Peace Center, which organized
. protests against the Persian Gulf War.
§ The TWU refuseniks implemented their strategy
= within 24 hours. Saturday morning 100 students staged a
% rally apainst the regents and began lobbying the press. (One
’_-"’- student, a Miss Ameisha Brown, told a reporter, “We're
E petrified; we're terrified of what this means for our uni-
versity."") Protests and rallics continued over the next sev-
eral days, with some students wearing black armn bands,

i Rally placards with the slogans “Raped by Regents” and

“Say Mo To Men™ proliferated. For a few hours one after-
noon, protesters cccupied the admissions office o keep
men from enrolling in the university.

In an effort to disarm the controversy, the recently
appointed TWU president Carol Surles (third female and
first African-American to hold the pesition) met with ste-
dents and faculty to plead with them to “push forward™
with the regents” directive. Apparently trying to rechanmne]

heir angry energy infe something positive, or at [east quist,
she asked the protesters to serve on a task force charged
with devising measures to incorporate men into under-
graduate programs while ensuring that the university s goal
to- murture and empower women remained intact. Surkes
called on the protesters to view the change as a “challenge.”
The protesters viewed the change as “our death.”

The protesters do have a point: Can TWT go com-
pletely coed and still legally and practically retain its mis-
gion to norture and empower women? What about Title
X, which forbids discrimimation on the basis of sax? On
other campuses across the country, for instance, men's ath-
letics teams are being de-ephasized in favor of women's
to attain comphance with Title IX. Wil TWU, nationally

“known for its women's gymnasiics team, now be forced 1o

fund men's programs at the same rate? What about the
cheap honsing for single mothers? Will single fathers get
the same break? Michael Williams, a Fort Worth atlorney
whuo specializes in Title [X, said, “If women at Texas Tech
University and Baylor can argue that both colleges'
women's programs aren't sufficient to men's, then, men
o0, can wage a similar argument at places like TWLL"

O December 28, a “Coalition™ of 37 women—smu-
dents, faculty, and alumni—filed a lawswir challenging the
regents” decision in state district court. The 32-page law-
suit against the members of the Board of Regents, collec-
tively and individually, basically alleges that they violated
the Texas Open Meetings Act and exceeded their anthor-
ity in changing the admissions policy. The suit also asks
the court m determine the constitutionality of the single-
pender admissions policy. Describing himself as “prob-
ably the only civil rights lowyer in town,"” Mike Whitten,
the attorney for the plaintiffs, admitted, “There's no ques-
tion that the state has the authority to decide that TWL can
go coed, The question is who has the authority to make
that decision.”

Pointing to the absurdity of going coed and remain-
ing committed to empowering women, Mr, Whitten roted
(in a somewhat peculiar metaphor, given the context) that
“It's like that old cliché about being a little bit pregnant.
You're either coed or you're not.” Since 1972, TWLU has
been “a little bit” coed,

Whitten believes that the regents had no ground for
their decision but “just panicked.” Panicked about what?
Or better yet, who? According to most obcervers, that role
goes to Steve Serling, military veteran, aircraft mechanic,
and small town resident. Serling himsell irdes o disclaim
the honor: “1"'m not the person who caused the controversy

at TWU, I"'m the person who brought 1t to the attention of
the public.™

After being accepted into TWU's nursing program,
Serling talked with a counselor about degree planning in
the spring of 1994, He explained that he wanted a doubte-
major in nursing and biclogy. His counselor informed him
that he could take biology classes but they would not count
toward a depres in blology, “What offended me,” says
Serling, “was that it was a public institution. If you're po-
ing to take the public money, you better let the public in.”

Serling started a letter-writing campaign to protest
the exclusionary policy inm the University General Divi-
sions. Lemers went (o his congressman, the EEQC, and
whoever else e could think of. The EECC wrote ta Serling,
saying that they wouldn't help him. Then-povernor Ann
Richards responded that the matter was not within her
office's jurisdiction. 1.5, Congressman Dick Ammey’s of-
fice concluded vaguely that “resolution of the issue must
be throwgh the jedicial sysiem.”™

O August 19 of last year, Serling went public. The
Daflas Morning News featured him and his complaint at
TWL, Stale Sen. Steve Carriker todd the Morning News
that he had contacted TWTU's Board of Repents after re-
ceiving a letter of complaint from Serling and had asked
school officials to review thelr policy “to make sure that
it's in line and constiutional.” Former Rep, Ben Carnphel]
said that he had asked the legislative counse] to review the
legislative history of the admissions policy.

Afiter that initial story, as we say in Texas, all hell
broke loose. Crther articles appeared around the sfale,
Serling et it be known publicly that he was considering
suing TWT!, having already started to talk (o atfomeyvs.
This publicity is spparently what inspired Dawn Thwwater-
King to berin petitioning to preserve the exclusionary sta-
fus guo at TWI m September. Serding debated the TWL
issue with Tawwater-King on a radio talk show—acciden-
tally. After agreecing to go on the radio show, he realized
too lete thar Tewwater-King was alzo on the line. He says
that zhe rezponded (o his stafement that “equality is for all
of the people all of the time, and not just some of the people
all of the time"" by saying that he was *a typheal whitz male
sexist who nses the language of the women's movernsnt
against women.” Serling zays that when he pointed out
that men and women are part of the same species,
Tawwater-King dizagreed.

Serling calls himself a Forrest Gump-rvps fzure and
simply say's that he believes the law is on his side. He points
ot that Mississippl University for Women fooght chang-
ing the admissions policy and lost at the Supreme Conrt
level. Indeed, Mississippi Universicy for Women el al, v
Hogar (1982) is oddly similar to TWU. MUW iz a state-
supported university and from its inception limited its en-
roflment to women. Like TWU, the legislature originally
created the college for the “White Girls of the State of
Mississippi.” And the state of Mississippl maintained no
other single-sex public university or college. Alss, MLUW
had atready let men into classrooms—in the MUW case to
allow them to sudit courses and participate fully in con-
tinmdng-education classes, MUW gaw its mission as “the
moral and intellectual advancement of the girls of the state,”
an old-fazhioned version of TWU's deddeation to a “learn-
ing environment that empowers and affirms the full devel -
apment of women.™

The Supreme Court of the United States, unpersuaded
by MUW"s claim that the Mississippi legislature intended
the single-sex policy to compensate for perceived discrimi-
nation, ruled that Mr. Hogan could not be denied access to
the nursing program on the basis of his sex. Said the court,
“Rather than compensating for discriminatory barmers
faced by women, MUW's policy tends to perpamate the
gterentyped view of nursing as an excluzively woman's
job." The MUW case did not décide if a male stodent, such
as Steve Serling, could be legally denied admission to an
all-female general studies program, such as TWU's.

More recently, a federal appeals court Jid rule that
two single-sex universities could exclude the opposite sex
{Virginia Military Institte and The Citadel) bot only un-
der very special circumstances. Earlier this year, the T1.5.
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit mled that V.M.L's
proposal to provide a single-sex military-style program for
women at Mary Baldwin College, instead of on its own
campus, was constitutionally permissible. And the stay that
prevented Shannon Faulkner from enrolling in the regular
program at The Citadel is still in effect. Assaming that the
appeals court also approves The Citadel's proposal for a
women's leadership program at another university, the
bottom line is that both universities" single-sex policy will
have withstood constitubonal challenge.

But is this recent ruling enough for the TWU plain-
tiffs to hang their hat on? True, the federal appeals court
did hold that a state may sponsor single-sax education with-
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ot violating the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment but only under very special circumstances and
only if that particular education was “provided to both
genders.” The court in the V.MLL case relied heavily npon
the type of pedagogy practiced at VIM.I—"adversative
military-type training"—and on the fact that “omogene-
ity of gender™ is essential to that raining.

haron Snow, & TWIU student and protester, called me

back afier I left a message on the TWU Preservation
Socicty Hotline. Soow et me know that the protesters wen
very heartened by the recent ruling in The Citadel case, I
asked her if she meant the V.M.L. case, and she informed
me that VML and The Citadel were the same. {In fact,
The Ciisdel is located in South Caroling.) [ asked whether
shie thought that Shannon Faulkner should be let into The
Citadel. Snow very patiently twld me that the protesters
got a lot of questions like this, “but it"s like comparing
apples and oranges.”

Snow said that the federal court found that “as long
a5 there is & comparable educabion elsewhere, it's OK for
The Citadel to remain single sex.” So T ried again: “Do
you think that as long as a compérable educarion in mili-
tary training is offered for women elsewhers that Shannoo
Faulkner should be denied entry into The Citade1?" In re-
sponse, Snow began to lecture me abont affirmative ac-
tion: “Men are not the oppressed group. Women are domi-
nated ang 8 minodty. Men are not a minodity. Mimority
groups are people without pewer and prestige. That's the
sociological definition of *mirority™—it"s not numbers, but
power and prestige. Look ar Congress—all you see are
old, white men. Look at all the CEQ's, they re white males.
People with power and money are all white males. TWU
1% like affirmative action—it's supposed (o close the gap—
whether gender or race.”

Talking as though she'd been though all this with
benighted journalists before, Snow continned: “Studies
show that women who go to all-women's colleges are bet-
ter equipped for the world. Eighty-five percent of women
in professions came from female instinitions, Coed schools
have failed at equipping women W go out into the real
world, Coed universities have failed women miserably.”

Stow didn't have the shady proving all this with her,

but she remembered reading it once in The Dallas Morn-
img News. Suspecting that Iwas perhaps not yet convinced
of the justness of her cowse, Snow continped: “You have
to remember that female children ane taught to think that
they can’t do anything. They're bright and assertive at the
age of five, but by the time they get o the seventh grade
they can'tdo science, and they don't speak out. Coed edu-
cation does this to them. Little boys dominate the class-
rosom, not becanse they are bad Tittde boys, but because
that classroom is a reflection of the larger society which
dominates women....Women's instintions equip the woman
to go out into the real world and support hersell,™

fler the “coatition™ filed the kawsait, the “Preserva-
tion Society” continued with campus protests. Pro-
testers posted a sign over the university bookstore reading
“Girlcott TWU Bookstore.” To what extent the store had a
role in the decision to go coed is not clear, but Dawn
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Tawwater-King explaived that the “girlcoat™ is symbolic,
demonstrating the economic power of the profesters,
Criticism of the protests also became more vocal.
One morning the demonstrators armived on campus o find
their graffiti smeared over, The sheets on which they had
hand-painted their protest slogans were shredded. One dis-
enchantzd female student told a reporter, “1 am so tired of
a lat of women frying to make themselves into victims.”

Dawn Tawwaier-King

But Tawwater-Eing and her colleagues siepped op
the pressure by creating their camp oat. Although the tent
dwellers had received a lot of press (CBS news had dropged
by a few days earlier), [ was the only pournalist there that
alternoon, [ asked two of the ent dwellers, Syndee and
Candice, bath TW TN underpraduates, about their intentions.
(They wereon their way home o s2f their YCRS to record
the CBS coverage.) Syndee said conclusively that they
would stay “until it no longer serves our purposes e stay”
Both repeated that the tent city protest had been “a really
positive pxperience.” '

Both Syndee and Candice were white, &1] the people
tiat I had seen hanging oot in tent city were white, & fact
tieat would be unremarkable wen: it not for all the placards

MARCH/AFRIL 1995

celebrating diversity and ethnicity posted near thear settle-
ment. Earlier that week, Tawwater-King had admitted toa
Teporter, “We're white middle-class girls with tents from
Bloomingdales, and if we want something to cat all we
have o do is call out for pizza.™ [ didn't sce any pizza
trcks, but by early Saturday evening everyone in the ent
city had gone out for dinner.

I quizzed some of the students passing by ghout what
they thought of Preservation Mation, One black famale with
i small boy in hand said, “If the men want to come, then
let them come, It's equal rights for everybody.” Another
Hispanic woman, amused by the “Better Dead than Coed"
graffiti spray-painted on the curh, said T really don’t care
if they let men come in. [ alréady have men in my classes.”™
Anather black woman, probably a freshman, stated, “It's
stupid...What's the big deal if we let men in here?” An
odder white male doctoral student said he had no idea what
Was Fiing od.

Later in the weel, a rumor raged across campus that
a legislator wis poing 1o propese @ merger between TWU
and the University of North Texas, a coed state university
two miles away. Close o 200 protesters showed up at tent
city for an imprompta ralby. An administration representa-
tive, Dr. Joanne Kuhn, mads an appearance to inform the
students that the ramor was false, but also to let the tent
dwellers know that the national exposure Wwas Calsing some
in Anstin (the president of TWU happened 1o be in Awstin
testifying before the Hoose Appropeiations Committes) to
feel that the protests were perceived as “anti-male”™ and
hurting “the cauze.” Kuhn implored: “Consider taking the
tents and signs down until the legislative session is over.
Ate you helping or are you hindering? The profesiers
vowed (o stay.

The next moming at around 4:50 am., a 14-year
old son of one of the protesters sustained minor burns on
both of his hands when he attiempied to put oot a fire in his
tent caused when a propane heates ignited his sleeping bag.
The fire was cxtinguished, and the boy received medical
attention at a nearby hospital, but the adminisiration had
had cnough. Later that day, employeas of TWU arrived at
tent city with an altimatum: BEemove the tents in 30 min-
wtes, or we will do it for you. All but one of the tents came

-:-'--' '__ﬁl &b female students zipped themselves up into the

maining and refused to leave. One of them said, “I'm
doing this to show how I fieel physical embodiment oo this
tent ¢ity.” The TWU police chief told the women that if
they dida't come oul, they would be arrested, Mot wanting
o fieel physical embodiment to a jail cell, the young women
volantanly weent to the campus police department “hand-
in-hand,™

Despite the “More MenT Mo Way!"™ signs posted at
the beginning of the profest, as of this January, TWL ad-
mitted 64 new male students, § of whom were admitted (o
the College of Arls and Sciences. How many more men
will enroll for the next semester is uncertain. According to
Ann Hatch, director of public information, TWTLT officials
believe that the change in the number of men attending

WL wiall be “minimal.™
=
%

Karen Carlizle Duban is a writer [iving in
Tixas.
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George Orwell’s Secret

By Stephen Schwartz

ore than a decade has passed
since 1984, the fatal year
ade famous long before its
time by George Orwell's novel. Not
long before the year itself arrived,
Morman Podhoretz published a pro-
vocative essay in Harper's magazine
titled “Tf Orwell Were Alive Today,”
in which he argued that if Orwell had
been around in the 1980s, he definitely
would have been a neoconservative. |
would go further to suggest that Orwell
was a forerunner of neoconservatism,
in having been one of the first in a long
line of left-wing intellectuals who
came o discover more saving moral
and political wisdom in the instincts
and mores of “ordinary™ people than
in the ideas and attitudes of the intclh-
gentsia,

Another premature neo-con, Liconel
Tnlling, identified Oraell &= “the man who -
ells the trath.” Trilling's praise was largely
based on Orwell's role as a truthful witness
to the deceit practiced by Soviet agents in the -
1936-39 Spanish Civil War, 2 moral witness -
embodied in his book Honeage te Catalonia.
In Spain, Oraell jeamed that the claims of
Teftist intellecinals about that war were false B8
and propagandistic, and he began w perceive ™
that the simpler comprehension of “ordinary™
man, &5 alluded to by Podhoreiz, was a ves-
sel of greater trath.

Unlike other leftists disillusioned by the conduct of
Stalin &nd his henchmen in the Spanish war, Orwell was
not a victim of disappointment at the faiture of a Trotskvist
or other abstract political theory. He was driven by more
profound and frightening insights; he had seen deeply into
the soul of the monsier itself. For George Ormwell seems to
have had a secret. Although his modesty prevented him
from Fully revealing it in Homage fo Catalonia, Orwell
was not merely an observer of Russian secret police ter-
ror; he was a significant target of it, and barely escaped
with his life. :

The source of this discovery provides an interesting
sidelight on contemporary history. A considerable nproar
has been generated by the opening of archives in Russia
and other former Commignist countries and the probabil-
ity that such would provide many revelations of Comamu-
nist criminality in the Spanish war, However, éxcept in
one remarkable case, that of the Soviet terror murder of
the Catalonian writer and politician Andreu Nin—of which,
more in @ moment—rescarchers on Communist misdeeds
in Spain heve found better documentary evidence of
Stalinist atrocitics in Spanish government archives that
contain papers seized by the Franco forces in 1939,

The Spanish government holdings, kept in
Salamanca and Madrid, include materials scized from
Communist-controlbed police, from the Spanish Socialist
party, Freemasons, and the regional governments of the
Basque country and Catalonia. These records were held in
closed files unti! the death of Franco in 1975, They have
since been opened and are being mined by Spanish and
foreign scholars, with much less fanfare than has accom-
panied the archival releases in Moscow,

major discovery in Spain is a thick file on the trial by

the Communist-influenced Spanish Republican gov-
ernment of the leaders of the Partit Obrer 4" Tinificaci
Marxista or POUM, the anti-Stalinist leftist party in whose
militia Orwell served at the front in Aragon, where he was
severely wounded, Among these documents we find an
electrifying entry: notes prepared by Stalinist investiga-
£ yors in the case of “Enric Blair,” i.6. Orwell himse!f (Enrie
is the Catalan-language equivalent of Eric; Blair is Orwell's

E original sarname). His is among a set of commentaries on
foreigners involved i the Spanish anti-Stalinist opposi-
§ tion, most of whom were arrested and at least two of whom

i - | £
Eric Blair, a.k.a. George ()
were kilked.

These “assessments” were produced by the Srare
Special Information Department, a Communist-controlled
Spanish police body, for use in the POUM prosecution.
The notathons on Blair are slender but ominous, The docu-
ment is dated July 13, 1937, three weeks after Blair-Orwell
and hiz wife Eileen had escaped from Spain, but was kept
artive as of Movember 26, 1937, the date of a cover letter
attached to the original memorandom,

Blair and his wife are, first of all, descnbed as “pro-
noanced Trotskyists™ on the basis of their correspondence.
They are also said to be members of the British Indepen-
dent Labour Party, in whose “committee™ at the Aragon
fromt Orweell 15 alleged to have served.

In the document, a sinister cast is given to a creden-
tial signed by Georges Eopp, Orwell's commander in the
militia and later brother-in-law, whom he tred 1o rescue
from the Cormmunist police in Spain (a8 described infom-
agre). The credential is presented as a document for nse by
Eileen Blair during the May 1937 street fighting in
Earcelona, capiial of revolutionary Catalonia, between
Communists and the police, on one side, and the anarchists
and POUM, on the other (also described in Howmage), The
charge of possessing secret or subversive credentials may
be seen as evidence of a clear intent by Stalin’s agents to
at least imprizan, if not to Yquidate, Orwell if he was lo-
cated and detained,

Farther on, another deadly refesence appears, al-
thaugh it is cryptic. There iz a notation reading “Ceontact
with Maoscow™ that clearly refers to the Blair couple. In is
absurd to imagine that Orwell in Spain had contacts with
Moscow; but it is nof absurd to conceive of the Stalinist
police fabricating such links in the interest of a Moscow-
style trial of the kind then in full cry in the Soviet Union.
The fate of foreigners implicated in the Moscow purge tri-
als through such faked or exaggerated contacts with nearly
always death.

In chapter 13 of Homage to Catalonta, Orwell rather
light-heartedly mentioned that, while he bad gone ino hid-
ing during the Stalinist raids in Barcelona, his cormespon-
dence had been seized by Comimunist palice from his wife's
hatel room. It is very likely that the document [have cited
here orginated with the police analysis of that sequestered
archive, But Orwell himself somewhat downplayed the
interest shown in him by Stalin’s mindons, writing simply,

rwell

“1 was not guilty of any definite act, but T was
guilty of ‘Trotskyism.' The fact that T had
gerved in the POUM. militia was guite
enough i get me into prison.”

In reality and in hight of the cited docu-
ment, this comment seeins 10 be both an ex-
agperation and an nnderstatement. POUM
militia service was not enoagh to result in the
arrest of any person, even foreigner. The
POUM and its militia included tens of thou- -
sands of people who served on the battlefronts,
in local administrations, and on the borders of
the Republican state until the war ended; even
the Stalinists were not reckless enough to di-
rectly confront snch a force, and none of the
anti-Stalinists was persecuted in Spain for such
associations alone.

However, the Stalinists were definitely
intent on decapitating the POUM and destroy-
ing its leadership, and the involvement of any
individual, Spanish or foreign, with the top
political stratum of the POUM was an ex-
tremely serious matter. The document T have
cited identifies Orwell a5 a liaison [enlace]
berwaen the POUM and the British LL.F, Thus,
Orwells cormespondence, indicating o the
Stalinist police that he was a prominent for-
ecign supportar of the POUM rather than & rank-
and-file member of itz militia, would have
made him eligible for disappearance and ex-
eubion, not simply imprizonment, That, in G,
was exactly the fate of a man who could be
deseribed as Orwell’s German-speaking coun-
terpart, a dissident Margist of Austrian origin
mirned Kurl Landan. Landan was kidnapped
by Sovict agents in Barcelona and murdered.

Drwell was under a much more lertible
danger in 5 pain than we have thought, and worse than even
he may have realized. Had the Soviet secret police caught
him he would probably never have lived to tell any part of
his tale or, in his own words, “to spill the Spanish beans.”

lesser secret kept by Orwell may explain how he cime
to the attention of the Soviet terror agents in the first
place. He modestly presented himself in Homage to
Catalonia as a fairly unsophisticated and obscure individual
whizn he went to Spain. In reality, he was publicly hailed
on hig arrival there by the POUM press. An unsfgned no-
tice on Orwell appearcd in a POUM bulletin published in
English, Spanish Revolution, in the February 3, 1937, is-
s, It was headed "British Auwthor with the Militia™ and
said, “At the beginning of Tannary, we received a visit in
Barcelona from Eric Blair, the well-known British anthor,
whose work is 5o much appreciated in all English speak-
ing left circles of thought. Comrade Blair came 1o
Barcelona, and said he wanted to be of some use to the
workers' cause. In view of his literary abilities and his in-
teliectual attainments, it appeared that the most nsefil work
he could do in Barcelona would be that of a propaganda
journalist in constant communication with socialist organs
of opinfon in Britain. He said, ‘T have decided that [ can be
of moat uge to the workers as a fighter at the front.” He
spent exactly seven days in Barcelona, and is now fighting
with the Spanish comrades of the POUM on the Aragon
front. In & posicard which be sent us, he says: "When |
heve persuaded them to teach me something about the
machine gon, I hope to be drafted to the front line
trenches."™
Orwell's Tamiliar voice is present in the postcard
quaote, though it is impossible to know whether or not the
opening remark about his appreciation by the left is irond-
cal, and we may be sure he grimaced at the ugly phrase
“propaganda journalist,” In any event, the Soviet terror
operation centered on the Spanish Republic, from which
Orwell escaped by a hair, was something much more than
propaganda. The attack on the leaders of the POUM was a
central chapter in a murderous Western assault by agents
of the NKVD, predecessor of the KGB, assisted by So-
viet-controlled Spanish police along with other agents
drawn from Communist ranks. The broad outlines of this
campaign have long been known, but certain details have
been confirmed with publication of twi books in English,
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Deadiy Hiusions by John Costello and Oleg Tsarev and
Special Tasks by Pavel and Anatoli Sudoplatov.

These accounts, based on direct access to the sorvi-
vors &and archives of the relevant NKVINEGE operations,
offer the most substantial revelations yel o emerge from
the much-touted Moscow files. They show that in sutomn
1936, some months after the Spanish civil war began, Stalin
decided to firmish “sid™ to the embattlad republic’s gov-
ernment. Bul food and weapons were sent in the company
of a korde of “advisers™—military technicians and inter-
national volunteers in poblic, but police agents, torturers,
and killers in private.

This decision coincided with two others: Stalin had
appointed a new secret pofice head, Nikolai L Yezhov, who
began arganizing the first great public show trial of Bol-
sheviks, headed by two comrades-in-arms of Lenin,
Zinoviey and Kamenev, The execution of the 16 defen-
dants in that trial stunned the world. At the same time,
Stalin and Yerhov also formulaled an extensive agenda of
terror attacks in the West. Yezhov (soom replaced in the
onrusking purges by Beria) assigned the operational con-
trol of the Western assanlt to an agent famous in his own
right, M.I. Shpigelglas {(who would later be replaced by
Sudoplatov),

The main target in the Western assanlt was Trodsky,
in 1936 he was exiled to France, and he soon moved
o Morwiay, then to Mexico, where in 1940 the Beria-
Sudoplatov feam seeceeded in killing him. There were dlzo
secondary, but imporiant, targets on the Western death
list, Among them were Trotsky's som Lev Sedov, who
died under mysterious circumstances in Paris, probably
as the result of poison, in 1938; the writer and POUM
leader Andreu Min and his friend and collaborator, the
Aunstrian Landauw, both Kidnapped and killed in Barce-
lona in 1937; a Ukrainian nationalist leades named
Evhen Konovalec, blown up by a bomb in 1938 (an act
for which Sudoplatov admits personal responsibility in
his mermeir},

Oither victims who wandered or were pulled into the
path of this gang of killers in Republican Spain, with fatal
results, included an Iumlian anaschist, Camillo Berneri; two

Trotskyists, the Czech Erwin Wolf and the Pole I-lans "
Freund: and Mark Rein, the _pum‘ullst gon-of an exiled:

Russian Menshevik, In sddition, the highest ranking So-
viet secrel agent ever o defect to the West, Ignacy Porecki-
Beiss, was killed in Switzerland, while Rudolf Klement, a
minor Trotskyist figure, and a Russian anti-Communist
exile leader, General Y.E. Miller, disappeared in Pans and
were almost certainly murdered. The role of Beria and
Sudoplatoy and their executioners in several other deaths,
all in the Western Hemisphere, remain to be elucidated:
those of the German revolufionary and Mary biozrapher
Citto Rhle, the Italian-American photograpbes Tina Modotti
(former lover of Edward Weston), the Amenican Commu-
nist Julket Smart Poynez, and the Italian-American labor
beader Carlo Tresca.

Orwell fell into the category of those who came un-
der the gaze of the beast but, like Victor Serge and a hand-
ful of others, were able to evade its claws for one reason
or andher.

Tw extraordinary expendimre of energy and resources
to liquidate such relatively obscure and mainly inef-
fecmal critics of Stalin demonsirates the extent of Krem-
lin paranois. The elaborate preparations mvolved in the
Western assault included, m the Trotsky case, operations
in Paris, Mew York, California, and Mexico. Similar in-
trigues were dedicated to the murder of Andreu Nin, as
shown by a 1992 elevision documentary, Operation
Nikelat, produced by the Catalonian television network
TV3, Journalists from TV went to Moscow and obtained
materials on the killing of Nin from the files of the bong-
defunct Communist International as well as from the Rus-
sian Federal Counterintelligence Service or FSK, succes-
sor to the KGB. Indeed, the disclosures on Min are the sole
revelations of substance yel permitted by the FSK about
such operations, The TVI team sought information on the
deaths In Barcelona of Landad, Wolf, and Freund and were
shown file covers bat no more.

The Catalan-language documentary, which has been
shown to great applause in France and Germany and has
been issned with English subtitles, is 2 greatly disquieting
porirait of the Kussian terror in Spain. Crwell s shown as
a POUM militia volunteer; bat most of the film cutlines
thee chilling measures taken to capture and kill Nin, based
o the operational reports submitted from the scens by
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Russian agents.

Mim, who had gone to Russia soon after the Bolshe-
vik Eevolotion and returned to Spain in 1930 as a
Trotskyist, with his Russian wife and two Russian-speak-
ing deughters, excited an almost Dostoyevskyan malice
on the part of the Soviet agents in Spam. The operation
against him was handled at the highest level by top secret
police and intelligence officers of Russian and Hungarian
origin, assisted by a Brazilian mercenary gunman and by
a team of Spanish police, They arrested Nin, interrogated
and toctured him, and, after 3 few days, when it became
clear he would ot admit to false charges, brutally mur-
dered him,

Min's comrades in the POUM always insisted that
Stalin sought, ghove all, a “Moscow irial” oulside Russia,
which would legitimize the horrors of the purges and the
grotesque campaign in which Trotsky and other O1d Bol-
sheviks were Tibeled as fascist spies.

Much of what we today call political correctnass
originated with leftist support for these irials and lies that,
i paraphirase the French sarrealist and anti-Stalinist writer
Andre Breton, opened a wound in Western intellectual life
that has yet to be healed. While it would be an exaggera-
tion to suggest that a slight reference to “Contacts with
Mogcow” in Orwell's Barcelona file meant he might have
been spiciied to Russia as a defendant in such a trial, it is
entrely possible he was marcked for inclozion in & similar
procecding on Spanish soil.

In the Ruossian trigls, as deseribed by Arthur Koestler
in Darkress af Noos, the accosed were compelled to plead
guilty to false charges. But Nin's steadfast refusal to do so
prevented a similar show trial in Spain, Although the re-
maining POUM leaders were tried, they were not forced
to confess and were not exccuted, While Nin perished in
ghastly fushion, he doubtless saved the lives of his POUM
comrades and thousands of other anti-Stalinist anarchists
and socialisis. The courage and resourcefulness of thase
Spanizh dissidents may afso, in tum, have saved George
CrrweelL

Srephen Schwartz is a leading writer on the ‘%F
Epnbeh etvil war and a fregieis contribator io "
Heterodoxy. M
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Remembrance of Things Past

Making Monsters: False Memories, Psy-
chotherapy, and Sexual Hysteria, by Ri-
chard Ofshe and Ethan Waiters,
Scribners; 322 pages; $23.00

The Myth of Repressed Memory: False
Memories and Allegations of Sexual
Abuse, by Dr. Elizabeth Loftus and
Katherine Ketcham, St. Martin’s Press;
336 pages; $22.95

RevieweDp BY GEorGE PauL CsICSERY
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he recent PBS documentary, Divided

Memaories, raised the issue at the heart of

these two books: Is recovered memory
therapy the greatest breakthrough in the history
of psychotherapy or is it an example of politically
motivated pseudo-science?

In Making Monsters: False Memorigs, Prycho-
therapy, and Sexwal Hysteria, Bichard Ofshe and Ethan
Watters systematically dissect the recovered memaocy
movement's weas and practices in an all-our attack that
will make the most ardent believer winca. The book is a
fiery indictment of recovered memory therapy as the maost
destructive movement in the history of paychotherapy.

A core beliefl of the recoversd memory move-
ment, the authors point out, is that sexual abuse is psy-
chologically more damaging “than physical abuse, or
the effects of poverty, or the death of a parent, or even
surviving experiences like the Holocaust.” Sexoal abuse
is 50 horrible that a child's consciousness can only cope
with it by repressing it—aor so Ofshe and Witters were
told by Elien Bass, co-author with Laura Davis of the
recovery movement's Bible, The Courage to Heal, which
has sold three quarters of a million copies. Years later
adults can recover these long-buried memories of child-
hood abuse,

In most cases, there s no prior awareness of abuse
uniil the mensories are retrieved with the help of 2 mental
health profeszional. It iz at this point—and Making Mon-
srers provides ample evidence—that their problems really
begin, Patients are soon reduced to putty in the hands of
therapists who suggest, cajole, and implant the most hor-
rible narratives of childhood abuse, With the therapist's
assistance, the parfient can experience the physin:nl EYmp-
toms of having been violated all over again, “with all the
appropriate emotion, fear, and psychological pain that '
wionld be appropriate to the actual event.”

How exactly this retumn to an uncovered traumatic
expenence helps people is a question recoversd memory
therapists answer only with vague theories. Ofshe and
Watters supply sufficicnt evidence to indicate that such
practices are harmful. This is especially tme 1if the recow-
ered memories are of events that never happened, Often
memaories of abuze are coupled with memories of satanic
rituals invelving human and animal sacrifice, Mapy abuse
patients wiho recover repressed memories are also dizg-
nosed a3 suffering from Multiple Personality Ddisorder
(MPDY), and some also claim o be victims of UFQ abdug-
Hioms,

Purpertediy one out of every three women and one
out of 2ix men is & survivor of sexual abuse, Reading the
tabloids or watching Oprah, Sally, Geraldo, or Denakfue,

one conld easily conclude that most American adults
- spend their free waking hours concocting new ways to
molest children. A vast culture and industry are in place
to prowide support for this army of sexual abuse survi-
wvors. Bip guns like recovery gum John Bradsharar and
feminist opinion-makers Gloria Steinem and Andrea
Dworkin have endorsed recovered memory therapy.
Celebrities like Roseanne Barr and Suzanne Somers
have touted their own abuse narrabives as il they wene
trophies, becoming survivor role models,
In recovened memory therapy the healing pro-
cess requires cenfronting the perpetrators—or
“perps,” as thcy arc known in abuse indosiry jar-
gon—and exescting retribution through lawsoits,
criminal complaings, and other forms of public hu-
miliation. An epidemic of repressed memony-based
accusations has ensued. Elderly parents across the
United States are confronted by their adult dangh-
ters with lists of accasations and then, just as sud-
denly, cut off from all contact with them. By now
thousands of accused parents are reporting their
ﬂ stories to the False Memory Syndrome Founda-
tion, a Philadelphia-based group founded in 1993

; H a ﬁ mmlf.e:[ mfmm:.n .:.nrepreqwi MEETAOTY Casas.

n .i'I-I.::nhrrg Mﬂmm.r we beamn that therapists of-

ten fail to distinguish between litemi truth and
the “natrative craated in therapy—mistakenly be-
licving that they are onc and the same.” The sto-
ries of parients who have made accusations and
then recanted follow a pattern; A woman seck-
ing help for an eating disorder or relationship

problem 18 dingnosed as o sexual abuse victim

who has mprns&nd the memory of her abuse,

Ini therapy she is subjected to ]:I}'P]'H:I-E]E and’or
dmga until she retrieves the repressed memonies and be-
comes completely dependant on her therapist. The pain of
reliving the memories incapacitates ber further. She be-
comes suichial and is hospitalized.

Richard Ofshe, a profasror of social paychology at
the University of California, Berkeley, and an expert on
cults, mind control, and interrogation technigues, was
drawm into the fray in 1989 when be was retained by
the prosecution in the now-famous case of Paul Ingram,
a Thurston County, Washingron, depury sherdit who had
been confessing to routinely sexoally sbusing his daugh-
ters in elaborate satanic ritcals, After meeting the prisoner,
Ofahe surmized that Tneram, a highly religions and sug-
gestible individoal, would go into a trance state and visa-
alize the detzils of the scenes presented o him by his in-
tzrrogators. To prove his hypothesis, Ofshe fabricated an
incident involving Ingram that he knew to be false and
asked Ingram if he remembered it. Ingram promptly
supplizd a full confession, complete with lurid details.
Ofshe eaplained his interpretation of what had occurred
to investgatons, bt io no avail. Paol Ingram's confessions
resulted in & 20-year sentence.,

One harrowing case history after another makes it
impossible o ignore the anthors” conclusion “that poac-
tice of wncovering repressed memories, along with the
attendant theeries of multiple personality disorder and
satanic-cult abuse, are fads az widespread and as dam
aging as any the mental-health field has prodeced this
century,”

Min less fosceful an indictment of thesa fads is The
Myth of Reprezsed Memory: False Memories and Allega-
fons of Sexual Abpse by Blizabeth Loftus and Katherine
Ketcham. This work covers moch the same ferritory as
Making Monsters (whole chapiers describe the same cases
and events), although in a completely different style. The
hook traces Elizabeth Lofms ' personal odyssey as her work
in memory research collides with recoversd memory
, thetapy and the theordes supporting it Loflus kets us eaves-
drop on her conversations, debates, phone calls, and mail
in order to show that she iz sympathetic to the complaints

of her critics. We are privy to behind-the-scenes develop-
ments when she testifics at an important recovered
memaory trial, and we watch her sguirm as she s umed
into o straw man on a TV talk show. What emerges is a
highly readable, often even suspenseful, treatment of
the debate over repressed memories. In 1990, Lofus, a
University of Washington psychology professor, tesi-
fied as an expert for the defense in the San Jose murder
trial of Gearge Franklin. Franklin was accused of mur-
dering his dmeghter Eileen’s E-year-old playmate in 1969,
The only evidence; Eileen's suddenly recovered maemo-
ries in mid-life of having witnessed the mueder 25 years
carlier. Loftes" expert testimony and arguments that
memories are not always reliable was countered by the
prosecution’s own expert, Lenore Terr, a passionate
believer in the validity of repressed memories. Terr's
seenaric—ifat Eileen Franklin-Lipsker's recoverad memo-
ries were a credible record of how her childbood playmate
digd—won the day. Franklin was convicted and is serv-
img & life sentence, and Eileen Franklin-Lipsker's triam-
phant tale became a high-rated movie of the week.

Both Making Monsters and The Myih of Repressed
Memory present riveting analvses of the Franklin trial,
highlighting the inadmissible eviderce George Frank-
lin’s jury never heard, Eileen Franklin-Lipsker, it seems,
repeatedly revised her story of how she recovered the
memary of her friend’s murder untll she produced a ver-
sion that satisfied the prosecution and was consistent
with Lenore Terr's theory. Since the publication of thege
pooks, the Pranklin case has been in the headlines
agam. Earlier this year, Eileens mother, once a staunch
supporter of her danghter’s recovered memory of Susan
Mazon's murder, told reporfers she no longer
belteves her dangiter, She now feels that Bileen's memory
wag a false one, And then on April 4, an appeals court
reversed the conviction on the grounds that the jury
hid Been {0bd 10 interprel Frankhn's silence on certain
izzues as evidenca of guilt,

The Franklin trial’s cutcome spurred Loftus to
concenirate her memory research on learning how
memaries are erepted and how they match more objective
records of events, Beveral of her experiments are widely
cited as proof that it is easy o implant a false memaory.
But challenging the beliefs of the recovered memaory camp
iz not without risk, “You offer a burlesque of therapy,
& sarcastic parody,” a psychotherapist friend tells Lofi-
us, “And as a result you distort and minimize fhe ceality
of sexual abuse, thos increasing the probability that
people who were damaged by abuse will be further harmed
by & skeptical society's dishelizf,”

ware lhat she bas angered clinicians and believers,
frus poes to great lengihs to stake oot a politically
neutral position in the war over memory. Not wanting
to be perceived as siding with the extreme skeptics, she
refuzes v collaborate on a paper with Eichard Ofshe,
But this and other gestures are wasted on her critics.
"1 was no longer Elizabeth Loftus, Ph.DD,, a specialist
in the malleability of memory,” she writes, “bot a care-
less academic who had allowed and even éncouraged
her laboratory studics to be used in a campaign apainst
children, women and victims...] had become the Evil
Pedophile Psychologiat from Hell,”

This writer was present at a May [993 American
Psychiatric Asseciation panel on Aduli Memories of Child-
hood Trauma, when Loftus was attacked in exactly this
wein by JTudith Herman of Harvard. Herman is the suthor
of Trawma and Recovery and a leading feminist re-
searcher whose studies ars part of the recoverad memory
canom, The bitterness and anger in Herman's voice were
palpable as she all but accused Loftus of supporting
the perpetrators of sexual abose, “Highly confrived stud-
15, such as those of Loftus, are only marginally relevant
to our understanding of the psychopatholopy of tran-
matic memories,” Herman saidd. “Such studies deflect
cur aitention from the already substantial body of
knowledge that we do have and do nothing to further
our knowledge.”

In this book, Loftus recounts several episodes of
heing the rarget of repressed memory advocates, On one
occazion she sits next o a recovered memory therapist on
a flight. When the woman discovers her identity, she ends
up beating Lofus over the head with a newspaper. Most
of the violence done by advocates of recovered memary i3

mare painfil and long lasting.
.
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George Panl Csiczery iz an independent filni-
raker and writer currently producing a docu-
meriary aboul a repressed memory cese in

Fennspivania.
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Activists Close Airport,

Protest Slaying

undreds of members of an or-
ganization calling itself Birds
f a Feather shut down New
York Municipal Airport yesterday to
dramatize their demand for an end to
what they term “a reign of terror’
against the gulls that live in the
marshes by the airport. Laurie Smew,
president of the group, says the block-
ade will continue as long as it takes to
zet the Port Authority, which operates
the airport, to cease its campaign to
rid the airport of gulls.

Thpusands of gulls living in the
marshes near the runways have become & hae-
ard to air traffic because they can be sucked
into the planes’ engines during take-off,
Shiupshooters attempting to kill large aum-
bers of gulls before dawn Friday wers pre-
vented fridm doing so when BOAF members
ran onto the runways, forcing the rflemen o
hold their fire and distressing the gulls, which
fouled the runvways prodigiously in the ensu-
ing chaos.

While airport pelice made scoses of
arrests, the activists guickly posted bail, Most
were back on the runway before the mainte-
nance crew could finish cleaning the tarmac.

The gulls have long been an anpoyance bo airport
persannel, but within the last year they have become a se-
rions problem, having been implicated In at least tao, pos-
sibly three, erashes and numerons ahoited take-offs.

Following the first failed tske-off caused by gulls
having been socked into the engine infakes the Port Ag-
thority ordered a massive gull hunt, but Birds of a Feather
got a temporary injunction from Judge Harvey Vogelhim
to prevent the shayings, While awaiting a permanent deci-
siom, the Port Autharity was permitted to place scarecrows
along.the mmways at intervals, bot the gulls became ac
customed to the scarecrows and began pecking them apast
and using the materials for pest-making,

While the Port Authority and Binds of a Feather were
wrangling it court, PanAir flight 4023 crashed on take-
off, killing 60 people, Belatives of the victims then filed a
class-action suit charging the Port Authority with negli-
gence in allowing the presence of a known hazard on the
munways. The PA sertled out of court for $300 million,

Meanwhile, Judge Vogelhirn extended the injunc-
tion forbédding the shooting of gulls pending the oulcome
of an environmental impact smdy.

The study was barely undervway when a cargo plane
loaded with down pillows lost power on take-off, failed fo
clear the end of the rumway, and crashed into the marsh.
The smoke from the resulting general-alarm fire closed
the airport for 10 hours, (Interviewed in his hospital bed,
the pilot said it almast seemed to him that the gulls had
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in, Asked to comment on the pilot's abservations, Ma.
Smew said she was not al all surprised, and quoted & mono-
geaph by D, Bvan Starling that seemed to lend support to
the possibilicy that the golls could have been protesting
the plans's cago.)

The Part Authority thei petitioned the Saint Tor pér-

mission o rig cannons with blank charpes set to po off at
random infervals duning the day and night in an aftempt fo
annoy the birds into finding another home. Permission wis
granted. However, residents of the sumounding area, winge
nerves have been frayed for vears by the noize of low-
flying jets, sought an injonction against the cannons. Be-
fore arguments could be heard, the pilot of an Air East
commtter flight seffered a heart attack when one of the
cannons fired a double salvo as he was taxiing and his
take-ofT had 1o ke aborted.

The cannons were retired and speakers were set up
to blare rock music during Might hours, This discouraged
the gulls, bur attractad Jarge crowds of young people who
reflused o leave the area even after police explained to
them that conatant exposure to jet engines could canse sig-
nificant hearing boss, When two teznage siblings were
brushed by a commuter plane as it landed, their parcnts
sued. charging that the airport had become a hang-out
where the Port Avthority was guilty of maintaining an at-
tractive nuisance. Since the teens had suffared only a few
broken bones, the Port Authority got off with a $1.2-mil-
lion settlement,

of Gulls

mare of them than before. The Port Auth-
ority then decided reluctantly to peison

. the hirds, since the injunction specifically
forbade only shooting. The poison killed
large numbers of gulls but attracted egually
large numbers of rats which, while they
managed not to be sucked into the engines,
created a slippery mash on the runways as
they fonght the gulls 1w the death over the
poisoncd bait.

Advised of the siheation, Ms., Smew
had the Port Authority charged with croeel-
ty to animals on the grounds that using
bait, which promoted fights between rats
and gulls, was equivalent to bear baiting
or cock fighting. The Port Authority was
enjoined from poisconing the gulls and
ordered to donate F200,000 to the SPCA.
The PA appealed the decision, bat the
order forbidding poisoning remained in
effect during the appeal, and the gull pop-
ulation guickly returned to its previous
fevel.

ollowing last month's crash of the

Superair Express shuttle to Washing-
tom, T.C., in which 48 people perished, the
Port Authority, violating the otginal in-
junction, szcretly embarked on a progranm
of nightly raids by sharpshooters armed
with high-powered rifles equipped with laser scopes
and stlencers.

Yet despite stringent secrecy precautions, the press
leamed of te shootings and, following an article in The
New York Times, hundreds of members of Birds of 8 Feather
descended on the aiirport, rurming into the Vne of fire, halt-
ing the gunfire, and bringing air raffic to a standstill. Judge
Vogelhirn immediately charged the Port Authority with
contempt for disregarding the injunction and sentenced its
chairman to 30 days in jail.

Ist an interview on the tarmac late yesterday after-
naon @ thousands of squawking gulls milled about her
feer, Ms. Smew tobd repocters that BOAF intends to in
stitute a clazs action on behalf of the gulls  enforce
their right to the peaceful enfoyment of their habitat, Since,
in order o bring a class action the party named in the
suit must be a member of the ¢lass in whose behalf the
suil is brought, Ms. Smew is taking steps to change
her iegal regidence to the marsh on the north shore of
the airport,

The suit, which will chart unexplored legal territary,
15 expected to take years to resolve and will probably zo
all the way to the Supreme Court of the United States. Ms.
Smew did suggest that she might be willing 1o drop the
suit if the Port Authority agrees o move the airport 1o an-
odher location,
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